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PPORTUNITY is not what.may come to us to- 
morrow, but what we make of today. This issue 
of The Sunday School Times is the opportune one in 
which to begin that practice of reading advertise- 
ments that you have long hoped to begin some day. 

















Peace 
i By A. T. White 


a at His coming, and peace by His Cross 
(Luke 2:14; Eph. 1:20), 
Peace in believing, though all things are loss 
(Rom. 15:13: Phil. 3:8); 
His peace, not the world’s, is our legacy dear (John 14:27), 
Past understanding, God’s peace—to faith, clear ! 
(Phil. 4:7; 2 Cor. 5:7.) 


Peace at His coming, and peace in His reign (Psa. 72:7). 
Our God, God of Peace, brought Jesus again (Heb. 13: 20) 
From the dead. And under our feet (Rom. 16 : 20) 
Shall shortly bruise Satan—then victory complete ! 

(1 Cor. 15: 25.) 


Our Captain, our Victory—He is our peace 
(Heb, 2: 10); 1 Cor. 15:27; Eph. 2:14). 
Now, not peace, but a sword--yet all wars shall cease 
(Matt. 10:34; Psa. 46:9), 
And the Lord God omnipotent over all reign 
(Rev. 19:6), 
When justice and peace kiss each other again 
(Psa. 85 : 10). 


Peace at His coming, peace at His return 
As nearer it draweth, we clearly discern (Jas. 5:8). 
_Of His peace and His kingdom the endless increase 
(Isa. 9:7) ; 
First, King of Righteousness ; then, King of Peace 
(Heb. 7:2). 








In the Fog 


Grace is not all that God offers his children. He 


promises to give them glory as well; “the Lord will 
give grace and glory” (Psa. 84:11). But a sense of 
the monotony of our daily work sometimes settles 
down upon our hearts like fog on a sunlit sea. We 
are chilled, our horizon contracts, and we are enveloped 
in grayness. Strengthened by God’s grace, we keep 
steadily at our task. We are conscientious, kind to 
others, and without anxiety. “ Yet something is lack- 
ing —1life has lost its warmth and brightness. But 
surely it is not the Father’s will that any one of his 
children should plod on like a horse in a treadmill. A 
shaft of sunlight, piercing a cloud or a fog bank, is 
not more powerful 


ae vet emuteanes ee mee Ot tae 


(Isa. 32:17}, © 


than a ray of light from Scrip- | 


ture; and a-breeze, dispelling mist, is not more ex- 
hilarating than a breath from the Spirit of God. A 
few words of prayer, uttered even from the depths of 
depression, wil! reach the throne of grace and call 
forth an answer. It may come as a fresh gleam from 
a familiar page of the Bible, or the spirit may be re- 
freshed in some unaccountable way. The heavenly 
Father will gladly exchange “the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness.” 


sa 
All 


God’s work is never imperfect. There is a com- 


‘pleteness, a fullness, a satisfying sufficiency in all that 


he does. He asks us.to be as complete in our attitude 
toward him. It is interesting to note the details of 
completeness in the inspired account of the falling of 
the Holy Spirit upon believers on the day of Pentecost. 
The words “fully” and “all” are a keynote of the 
chapter. “When the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place.” 

did not act until his time had fully arrived; then he 
acted with instant fullness. The chosen company of 
believers were all there. They were all in accord. 
They were not separated, but were in one place. And 
so the account goes on. The “sound from heaven as 
of a rushing mighty wind, ... filled all the house.” 
It not only filled the room, but the whole house. The 
“cloven tongues like as of fire, . . . sat upon each of 
them,”— no one was left out. Then “were ali filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” God had brought together, to 
witness and be blessed by this miracle of grace,;“‘Jews, 
devout men, out of every nation under heaven.” And 
“every man heard them speak in his own language.” 
Therefore “they were all amazed and marvelled.” 


‘Some thought the believers were “full of new wine.” 


Peter soon showed that they were “not drunk with 
wine, ... but... filled with the Spirit.” He declared 
the beginning of the fulfillment of the promise of God, 
“I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.’ The com- 
pleteness of God’s offer was shown in the promise 
“that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” Both the condemnation and the Good 
News were to “all the house of Israel.” The invita- 
tion, which was also a command, was given: “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, aud ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” But not only was 


the promise unto them and to their children, but “to 
all that are afar off.” If we would have all that God 
has for us, he must have all that there is of us. But 
the “all” that he will give us is infinitely greater than 
all that we can give him. 


a 
The Mission of Shining 


“To give light upon the earth” is the work of 
the solar system and of Christians. But the regularity 
of the heavenly bodies ought to be a rebuke to many 
witnesses of the Lord Jesus. Time is measured by com- 
paring meridians and the sun or certain stars. If the 
sun should rise one day at an unexpected hour, mankind 
would be thrown into confusion. The results would 
be disastrous, — but not so tragic or far-reaching as the 
consequences of the failures of God’s people. A Chris- 
tian walking in the flesh leaves a sad trail behind him; 
what seem to him thoughtless acts and words may 
keep an unsaved person away from God for years, if 
not for eternity. But the path of a Christian walking 
in the Spirit “is as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day.” He turns “many to 
righteousness,” and he shall shine “as the stars for 
ever and ever.” 

ya 


Never Too Much to Do 


No one has too much work to do because God has 
given it to him. may give one a great deal to 
do, but never too much. Yet many Christian workers 
are suffering from spiritual fever because they have 
agreed to do more than God has asked. Every Chris- 
tian should, ordinarily, allow time each day for at 
least four things: personal devotions, meals, sleep, and 
the daily occupation; and God is willing to show each 
one how much time should be given to these things. 
But trouble begins when one undertakes other things 
without consulting God. One may be led into this 
error by well-meaning friends, but the mistake is 
none the less serious. God will give strength for all 
ag he lays upon a child of his, but it does not seem 

o be his plan to go beyond that. It may be im- 
A.B, then, to reconsider our present plans in the 
light of the wisdom that.God is so ready to give; and 


yo ied to seek the Lord’s guidance as to our future 
ties. 
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Re-Creation 


HILE so many of our educational institutions 

and preachers are exploiting the unproved and 

false theory of evolution, with its Bible-con- 
tradicting assertions and implications of the most far- 
reaching and sinister conclusions, the Church of God 
would do well to stress more and more boldly, and 
with ever increasing emphasis, the fact and glorious 
significance of the new creation. This new creation, 
according to God’s infallible Word and the certain ex- 
perience of his redeemed children, silently and unob- 
served by the world is steadily going on wherever the 
Gospel is being proclaimed. The Word of God tells us 
plainly that * ‘if any man be i in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture” or a “new création.” And this means that re- 
generation wrought in ‘the soul of one who, by faith 
in Christ’s atoning work on Calvary, accepts him as 
Saviour and Lord, is nothing short of the creation of 
a new spiritual being linked indissolubly with Christ. 
The result of this wonderful work of the Holy Spirit 
may be, and should be, noticeable to the world in its 
outward expression or manifestation, in the daily life 
and conduct of the believer; but its real nature and 


significance ‘i is never, and can never be, known to those - 


who are yet “strangers from the covenants of prom- 
ise.” John’s First Epistle refers to this when it says, 
“The world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” 
Just as the men of our Lord’s day, including the great 
religious leaders of his time, utterly failed to recog- 
nize the fact of his deity, even so have men ever since 
failed to discern or recognize the supernatural life that 
God has implanted in all who have accepted his par- 
don and his free gift of life in Christ Jesus. 

Now this is a very wonderful thing, that there 





should be an entirely new order of beings in the world, 
and that people generaliy do not know it. Further, it 
is very evident that God desires that this wonderful 
work he is carrying on should be proclaimed. For 
his Word abounds with teaching concerning it, and 
that not merely as regards the re-creation of our poor 
humanity, because of its natural state of ruin through 
sin, but revealed truth clearly indicates it to be the 
eventual purpose of God in Christ Jesus so completely 
to eradicate sin and its evil consequences from the cre- 
ated universe that there shall remain no vestige of 
the ruin and disorder it has wrought. 

Foregleams of this purpose Fi ae us in Old 
Testament prophecies. or, d, create new 
heavens and a new earth: and Pane la shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind” (Isa. 65:17). In 
the next chapter the eternal permanency of this won- 
derful work is indicated: “For as the new heavens 
and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain 
before me, saith the Lord, so shail your seed and your 
name remain.” To this Peter refers (2 Pet. 3:13) 
when he'writes: “Nevertheless we, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness.” And age he the 
record of his apocalyptic vision (Rev. : 1-5) 
tells us he was privileged to glimpse ig encom 
plished reality, as one might be shown beforehand in 
great perfection the detailed design of some noble 
structure about to be constructed, while from the very 
throne of God himself came the spoken declaration: 
“Behold, I re-create ail things,” which the apostle 
was commanded to record as “true and faithful.” 

It is typical of man’s work in all lines of activity 



































30 * 


that only by slow stages of improvement is perfection 


sought, and seldom if ever attained. It is not strange 
therefore that the human intellect unenlightened by 
the Spirit of God, without which it is incapable of 
apprehending spiritual truth, should imagine that 
God must work in the same way. And so it is that 
in almost all ages there have been men who have 
propounded theories akin to that which at present is 
so popular, evolution, as substitutes for the inspired 
record given us in Genesis; and there have not been 
wanting multitudes who have eagerly accepted their 
teaching. As against this the Scriptures declare: “He 
spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood 
fast.” 

Again, since it is the habit of men to repair, where 
possible, articles of value that have been damaged, it 
% Not unnatural that, forgetting or failing to compre- 
hend the. fundamental ruin wrought by sin in the hu- 
man soul, men should suppose a reformed and out- 
wardly improved life can be acceptable to God. They 
forget the teaching of Scripture that God never repairs 
anything, and will not suffer the least interference or 
meddling with that which he alone can do. Numerous 
illustrations of this could be cited, both in incident 
and symbol. The long and varied record of God’s 
retributive judgments throughout the checkered history 
of our race, from the fall of ourfirst parents down 
through the ages, and the nature of the redemption 
provided through grace by Christ Jesus, clearly sets 
this forth. It is symbolized pointedly in the parable 
of the potter and his wheel given by Jeremiah (18: 4), 
and is declared in the Epistles in numerous passages 
that set forth the necessity, the provision, the fact, the 
purpose, and the fruition of the redemption of mankind 
on whom death has passed on account of sin committed, 
and sinful, depraved natures inherited. 

' Writing of the effect of the fall through sin, Dr. 
‘A. T. Pierson said: “After sin left the spirit in the 
darkness of death, its only light was the uncertain and 
fallible ray of man’s own thinking powers, so often 
misguided and wholly perverted, and regeneration is 
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the re-lighting of that quenched Shekinah flame.” In 
this connection many passages in the Word speak of 
the “new man” as distinguished from the “old man.” 
Commenting on Colossians 3:10 Dean Alford wrote: 
“To understand the whole passage as referring to the 
restoration of the image of God in the first creation 
is to fall far short of the glorious truth. It is not to 
restore the old, but to create the new, that redemption 
has been brought about. Whatever may have been 
God’s image in which Adam was first created, it is 
certain that the image of God, in which Christ’s 
Spirit re-creates’ us, will be as much more glorious 
than that as the second man is more glorious than the 
first.” 

And so it is that God has called his Church of 
born-again ones into a blessed co-partnership with 
himself in his great program of remaking —not re- 
forming — sin-cursed humanity into an entirely new 
order of being, the like of which never existed: be- 
fore, and which’ he will yet exalt far above the very 
angels who never knew sin, in that he has brought 
true believers in Christ Jesus into vital union with 
their Lord (1 Cor. 6:17). Complete likeness to our 
Lord is the divine objective for all who will accept 
the free, unmerited gift of his grace, submitting their 
lives to the control and working of his almighty Spirit 
(Phil. 3:21); and nothing shall hinder the purpose 
of him who worketh all things “according to the good 
pleasure of his will.” 

Oh, that the Church of God might catch anew the 
vision of her exalted mission and destiny, and pro- 
claim with renewed holy zeal and enthusiastic assur- 
ance the message of God’s munificent, redeeming, re- 
creating grace, as the only, but all-sufficient and 
glorious, hope of a world irretrievably lost and ruined 
by sin! Then, and then only, will she fulfill her God- 


appointed mission, and stop the mouths of those who 
would substitute man’s fanciful, impious, and futile 
speculation — Satan’s substitute—for the clear and 
explicit revelation that God has given in his immutable 
Word, “which liveth and abideth for ever.” 





A College Student’s Mother Asks Advice 


We owe much to the Times, especially the Family 
Worship column, deeming it a privilege to have part 
in prayer with this great family of God’s people, of 
which I have been a member for about five years. 
And it has been such a means of strength, living as 
we have in a place where it is not the fashion for 
even the fathers to stand for Christ, but, praise Him, 
our boy has st firm and has influenced many young 
people for the Lord. 

He is in his third year at college, changing from 
a Christian college to another owing to better musical 
advantages there; and now he writes for advice about 
joining a fraternity, and I believe the Lord would 

ve me send this to your “Notes on Open Letters.” 

I feel that we should be most concerned, as it is a 
decision that will count much toward influencing him 
threugh his whole life, and, I fear he is being tempted 
to sacrifice Christian principles that he has always 
held, as he does not dance or smoke. This is what 
he writes: 

“I’m afraid you don’t understand fraternities af 
all. These are not like those of the big universities, 
as they work hand in hand with the college. One of 
the rules is that a list of grades is sent every five 
weeks to the fraternity, and any member who gets 
D’s or F’s gets a good beating. If you are not 
affiliated, you are almost a social outcast, as ninety- 
five percent of the fellows belong, and it helps a great 
deal in getting a position. 

“The college does not exactly sanction dancing, but 
does nothing to stop it, except to make the girls be 
in at certain hours on certain nights, All the fra- 
ternities give their regular dances and invite the 
sororities. Almost all the fellows here smoke, in fact, 
the fraternities have their regular smokers. I don’t 
see anything so dreadful about smoking and dancing 
anyway. I think that we, living in small towns, get 
narrow-minded, condemning these things when the 
best Christian colleges do them, and some of the fel- 
lows are from the Y. M. C. A. and Student Volun- 
teer band. Please think it over and let me know your 
final answer.” 


Of course it will cost something, and my son writes 
that the cost of the best fraternity is one hundred 
dollars initiation ‘and fifteen dollars a week. 

I wrote him that T could not give my consent, but 
would ask your opinion.—An Illinois mother. 


There are thousands of Christian mothers perptexed 
and troubled by these questions, and thousands of 
Christian students are hesitating and uncertain as to 
what decisions to make in their college life. The 
“Farm Mother,” whose Letters to her son in college 
are making a profound impression, has first-hand con- 
tact with these problems, and the Editor has asked 
her to write a letter to this other mother’s son. She 
has done so, and her reply of sound common sense and 
Christian faith will be published in next week’s issue 
of the Times. 





The Worst Danger Confronting 
Christian Missions in China 


Persecution never injures the true Church of 
Christ, so far as its life and testiniony are concerned. 
Rather, Christian history shows that God always 
makes the wrath of man to praise him (Psa. 76: 10) 
in this, and the greater the persecution, the greater 
the testimony and the harvesting of souls. The real 
work of Christian missions in China, therefore, is not 
imperiled by any antichristian or antiforeign move- 
ments. Nor is it imperiled by Bolshevism, or by 
openly declared and aggressive atheism. The super- 
natural body of Christ, which is the Church, thrives 
and grows under such opposition. 

The real peril is apostasy within the professing 
Christian Church. It is the successful entrance of 
Satan as “an angel of light.” It is the destructive 
work of Modernism, which has been going on for a 
feheration in Christian missions, and which is now 
bearing its faith-destroying fruit. There are many 
Modernists among the foreign missionaries in China 
and among the Chinese professing Christians, and 
they constitute the greatest danger in that great land 
of need and opportunity. 

A letter from a missionary well known to the Edi- 
tor of The Sunday Schocl Times, written from China 
a few weeks ago, tells of one of the latest moves of 
the missionary leaders in Modernism. She writes: 

Many of the missionaries are rejoicing over the 
beginning of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Christ in China. It sounds well, doesn’t it? But it 
involved the dissolution of the Presbyterian Assem- 
bly, and the omission of such articles of faith as the 
Virgin Birth, the Resurrection, and the Atonement. 
Christ is spoken of as the Redeemer, with the dis- 
tinct understanding that that does not include the 
(Scriptural) idea of Atonement. 

Eight Presbyteries did not unite with them,— 
more than one-third. So there will be a Continuing 
Presbyterian Church in China, though it is not yet 
organized. 

Another group of missionaries, who are standing 
true, are finding work in various evangelistic lines — 
for Chinese, and for soldiers, sailors, and marines. 
Many prayer groups are carrying on, both Chinese 
and foreign. Prayer for a revival for all Shanghai, 
with her forty-four nationalities; and for all Chris- 
tians in China; and for this distracted land of China, 
with its countless myriads suffering the horrors of 
war, and the greater horrors’ of banditry and the 
break-down of all law and order —such prayer is an 
overwhelming task, and we earnestly crave the 
prayers of all praying people. 


A later letter, from another missionary in China, 
brings further details as to the formation of this 
“General Assembly of the Church of Christ in China,” 
which, it is to be feared, is similar to so many other 
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union movements and organizations both in foreign 
fields and in homelands. He writes: 


After several years of preliminary work toward this 
union of Presbyterian, Congregational, and London 
Mission churches, we met to organize the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterians, and to consult with 
those other churches in a conference. In this con- 
ference a statement of doctrine was proposed, Prop- 
ositions from Shantung Presbyterians to insert un- 
equivocal statements as to the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures and the Virgin Birth were rejected. It 
was proposed to put in the Chinese version of the 
statement the idea of the atonement. I said on the 
floor that the English version already had it, in the 
word. “Redeemer.” A Reformed missionary chal- 
lenged me, saying that the word “Redeemer” did not 
mean the atonement except as I interpreted it-so. 


At that meeting of our Assembly, the effort was 
made to consummate the union on the assumption 
that the Presbyteries had approved. When I called 
for information as to which Presbyteries had ap- 
proved, none could be found. 

After that date somehow Mr. Kepler was em- 
ployed to give his time to working up the Presby- 
teries. Even so, when we met in September as an - 
Assembly, Mr. Dodd had proof that the necessary 
two-thirds of the Presbyteries had not been secured. 
But it was put through anyhow. The Moderator, 
a Chinese, ruled that delegates from Presbyteries 
which had voted against the union had no right to 
the floor! 

We have not discussed this matter in the papers, 
though I have seen two criticisms of it from other 
missionaries. But we fully expect to have a “Con- 
tinuing Presbyterian Church.” A letter from Mr. 
Dodd says: 

“The Rev. Mr. Chia and I tried our best to get 
back in time for our Presbytery meeting; but, owing - 
to forty odd hours delay of train, we arrived just 
after adjournment. However, we got all but three 
delegates together and decided to stay out of. the 
‘Presbygational’ union, and to ask for a called meet- 
ing of synod for purpose of organizing for a con- 
tinuing church and considering a plan for a truly 
evangelical church union along federation lines. They 
approved in general of the (enclosed) plan for a con- 
stitution of such an organization, and the Moderator 
and Stated Clerk of Presbytery were instructed to 
send a letter recommending this plan to the favorable 
attention of the other Presbyteries declining to enter 
the union formed at Shanghai. . . . The union of 
churches true to the faith was unanimously approved 
by our synod at its last meeting, and the idea of 
making such a union federal in its organization was 
first suggested by the Milton Stewart Interdenomina- 
tional Conference which met at Tenghsien last year.” 

In August a group of some sixty or seventy Bible 
Union members (missionaries) met at Tsingtao (refu- 
geeing). They passed a number of resolutions look- 
ing to conserving the faith. These have not been 
approved, as yet, by the Executive Committee of 
the Bible Union, but in view of the delay some of 
these actions have been published. Among others 
the following was unanimously adopted. “We are in 
most thorough sympathy with the resolution unani- 
mously passed by the Synod of North China of the 
Chinese Presbyterian Church, looking toward the for- 
mation of a nation-wide organization of all of sound 
evangelical faith upon the basis of some such creedal 
statement as that recommended by the Presbytery of 
Shangkiang, which is thoroughly true to the funda- 
mentals of our faith; and urge that this movement 
also be brought to the attention of our various church 
bodies as speedily as possible. As to the constitu-, 
tion of this nation-wide organization, we believe a 
federal union providing for co-operation and comity 
between self-governed groups of churches to be the 
most feasible form of organization in China.” 

You will see, therefore, how things are shaping up. 
But everything is still confused by political condi- 
tions. No one knows what is before us. here can 
be no question as to facts such as-those brought out 
by Mr. Strother, Mr. Coates, and others, that the 
Bolshevo-Modernistic movement is aiming to over- 
throw the Christian régime, our governments, our 
churches, and the marriage relationship. But we 
know our Lord is going to win, whether by his per- 
sonal return, or by a world-revival, or by both. 

It is well for the Christian public to know these 
facts, and not to be misled by reports from China, 
already appearing in the newspapers and elsewhere, of 
the union movement evidently dominated by Modern- 
ists. Qn the surface, such a “General Assembly of 
the Church of Christ in China” would appear to be a 
cause for thanksgiving. But the facts, like those of 
the National Christian Council of China, are other- 
wise. For example, an Associated Press dispatch from 
Shanghai appearing early this month in American 
newspapers was optimistic, but it contained the follow- 
ing sinister sentence about the future of organized 
missionary work in China: “It has been decided to 
decrease aggressive evangelism.” 

The many-missionaries who are standing true te 
the Christian faith and the Word of God will not de- 
crease aggressive evangelism. They are writing letters 
to the homelands that are full of thanksgiving for the 
increased harvesting of souls that has been going on 
during the autumn and winter, and for the importunate 
praying by true missionaries and true Chinese Chris- 
tians for the revival that alone can meet China’s needs. 


ve 


Special attention is called to an unusual announce- 
ment on page 38, making available to Christias 
workers a valuable selection of books which, for e 
short time, may be had at very greatly-reduced prices. 
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Our Young People’s Purity Problem 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 


And God’s way of solving it 


























lem. And always there have been young> people 

who have gone down in bitter defeat and-shame- 
ful failure before their temptations to unchastity. 
Other young people have come through these problems 
as glorious conquerors. In these respects the young 
people of our own day are not different from the young 
people of all times since men and women have been 
on the earth. 

But those with eyes to see, who are acquainted with 
the situation in our schools and colleges, our hornes 
and business places, know full well that the young peo- 
ple today have a purity problem that is different in 
some vital respects from that of other days. 

In any case, the problem is here in an intense form, 
and it is one for which there can be no solution except 
God’s own solution, one in which no opinions are of 
much value except opinions based on what God’s Word 
reveals. 

There are two striking passages in the Bible ad- 
dressed to young men, one in the Old Testament, and 
one in the New Testament. The message they bring 
is intended for young women equally; the word “man” 
is often used in the Bible, as elsewhere, wher it in- 
cludes men and women. The first passage is in that 
famous One Hundred and Nineteenth Psalm, ninth 
verse: 

Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way? 
By taking heed thereto according to thy word. 


Let us take for granted that every young person fac- 
ing this problem, even those who are not sure they are 
Christians or those who are sure they are not Chris- 
tians, is eager to live a clean life. This verse suggests 
that we cannot drift imto a clean life. To know what 
a clean and successful life is, we must take heed. 
Nothing else deserves or requires closer attention; in 
this matter of a clean life nothing must be left to 
chance or to vague opinions, least of all to our own 
feelings or impulses. The verse also teaches that the 
only way to “take heed” is according to God’s Word. 
This means that there is in God’s Word very definite 
teaching on the meaning of a clean life and how it can 
be lived. 


Do Christians Need to be Warned? 


The New Testament passage addressed to young 
people that we want to notice is in First John: 

I have written unto you, young men, because ye are 
strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have 
overcome the evil one. Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not im him. For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 
and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father, but is of 
the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever 
(1 John 2: 14-17). 

This passage is addressed to young men who have 
accepted Christ, who are strong and pure because the 
Word of God is abiding in them, and who have over- 
come Satan. Yet they also need to be warned, they 
also must “take heed.” A great contrast is set before 
them between the love of God and the love of the 
world, between doing the will of God and following 
the lust of the world. 

Three things are mentioned by John as summing up 
“all that is in ‘the_world”’: the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the vainglory of life (or the 
pride of life). These are the three ways in which men 
are tempted, and, the three ways in which human sin 
expresses itself. These are therefore the three great 
sins of every nation on earth, and of every individual 
heart: lust, covetousness, and pride. 

Man has three great desires. Dr. Melvin Grove 
Kyle, the well-known archeologist and the much-loved 
and honored President of Xenia Seminary, has sum- 
med up these three desires in his concise way: we 
have “the desire to enjoy things, the desire to get 
things, the desire to do things.” The desire to enjoy 
things concerns all the appetites of our bodies, what 
“we may enjoy through our senses. The desire to get 
things concerns all the world that is—outside our- 
selves, the things that we can get possession of. The 
desire to accomplish things concerns all that we may 
‘do to affect that world outside ourselves. Our young 
people want to have a good time, enjoying the pleas- 
ures of life, they want to make money, and they have 
an ambition to make the most of their lives. These 
are three perfectly right desires and are natural and 
normal for all human beings. 

When the desire to enjoy things leads to the use 
of the bodily appetites in a way contrary to the will 
of God, we call it the lust of the flesh. When the de- 
sire to get possession of things, or to use moriey, is 
satisfied in a way that is contrary to God’s will, we 

‘call it the-lust 6f the eye, or covetotsness. The lust 


Yes? people have always had a purity prob- 


Many and conflicting are the voices heard today 
on the purity problem of modern youth. The 
Christian easily may be confused amid the widely 
divergent opinions and solutions offered by so- 
called “authorities.” But there is one clear, un- 
shakable answer. It is found in the Word of 
God, and it is in the light of this true authority 
that the Dean of Columbia Bible School makes 
plain the only cure for the alarming and disas- 
trous condition into which many of our oung 
people have fallen. 








of ‘the eye, in Scripture, does not refer. to such a sin 
as looking upon a woman to lust after her, —that is 
the lust of the flesh,—but “the lust of the eye,’ or 
“the evil eye,” is a figure to represent the sinful at- 
titude to worldly possessions, all that the eye looks 
upon, represented by money. When the highest of 
human desires, what we call ambition, the desire to 
accomplish something, to make the most of our abil- 
ities, leads to a life that does not put God in the cen- 
ter, we call it the sin of pride or the vainglory of 
life—going after the things that man glories in 
rather than the glory of the only God. 

We are continually reminded today that man is 
closely related to the animals. Some who are counted 
eminent scholars even speak of this close relationship 
as a great twentieth century discovery. But men have 
always known that we have physical organs and bodily 
appetites that are similar to those of the animals. 
Also they have always known that there was a great 
gulf fixed between men and animals. Some are spend- 
ing a whole lifetime of scientific research and study 
seeking to prove that there.is no essential difference. 
But God has revealed that man is created in his image; 
he has physical appetites, but he is not to live by these 
alone. Animals do live by bread alone; that is, they 
live to satisfy their animal appetites. Man, made in 
God’s image, is not to live by bread alone, that is, 
by satisfying his animal or earthly appetites, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
His real life is his vital personal fellowship with the 
God who is his living bread. This is the first great 
lesson God wanted Israel to learn in the wilderness. 
Our Lord Jesus, the true Israel, who was suffered to 
hunger for forty days in the wilderness, was the first 
human being who perfectly learned that lesson of the 
relation of his physical desires to the high ends of 
human life. 

Let us consider now the application of this principle 
to our young people’s purity problem. 

Man has two chief bodily appetites or desires: that 
connected with his need of food and: drink, and that 
related to his affections. Affection is determined by 
relationship. There is the affection of parents and 
children, of brothers and sisters, of friend with friend, 
and there is the most sacred of all human relationships, 
that between a man and woman who are joined in 
marriage. The affection that a young man and a 
young woman have for one another that leads to their 
union as husband and wife is an affection that God has 
planned. He did not give these desires to men to mock 
them. He gave them, as he gave all else, that they 
might enjoy.them, and through them glorify God and 
carry out his will for the human race. God made 
men with these appetites, and gave them free choice 
in the use of them, fully realizing the possibility of 
the Tempter’s turning men toward a wrong use of 
those desires; indeed, God knew the certainty that this 
would happen. 


God’s Will for Man and Woman 


When a young man or woman is tempted to satisfy 
these desires that relate to their affections in a way 
that is contrary to God’s will, and the temptation is 
yielded to, there results the sin of the lust of the flesh. 
What then is God’s will in the matter? 

God made man male and female with the design 
that one man should be joined to one woman as hus- 
band and wife. Our Lord himself said, “Have ye 
not read, that he who made them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, For this cause 
shall a man leave his father and mofth.r, and shall 
cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh? 
So that they are no more two, but one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder”’( Matt. 19: 4-6). . 

It is evident that the affection that husband and 
wife show for one another should be given in no 
slightest degrée to any other woman or man on earth. 


That this is the teaching of the Bible as well as the 


conviction’ of the enlightened consciences of men ad- 


onal knowledge. 


mits of no doubt. Now may I make to you a very 
direct and earnest statement of the bearing of this 
upon the relationship of men and women who are not 
married? You Christian young women have bodies 
that belong to Christ, bodies that are temples of the 
Holy Spirit, and you should never allow any liberties 
to be taken with your body in the matter of permitting 
any man to express affection in kissing or caressing 
you, except the one man whom you are expecting to 
marry. You young men should hold the body of every 
young woman to be sacred, and you should take no 
liberty in kissing or caressing any girl except the 
girl whom the Lord intends you to marry, and to 
whom you are engaged. = with a kiss that ex- 
presses the affection of a man for a woman should go 
the heart of that man. Otherwise his affection is lust 
and not love. He is stepping out of God's plan in the 
use of his desires. Young people who are engaged, 
and married people, also have their temptations, and 
need to follow God’s will in their physical relations. 
But here we are especially considering the other mat- 
ter. 

We all know of the new “freedom” that has all 
but universally taken hold of our young people in 
this matter of expressing their affection for one an- 
other in kissing and caressing. A short time ago I was 
referring to this subject in a message on temptation 
when there were many young people in the congre- 
gation. A mother came to me at the close and said: 

“I am so glad you spoke to the young people as you 
did. I have a daughter in a college of several hundred 
girls. She and two other. girls are the only girls 
in the college who will not permit the. boys to kiss 
and caress them. They. believe it is not what Christ 
would have them do. And it has been hard for them 
because there is scarcely one of the young men who 
does not cut them on account of this stand.” 

What a joy those girls may have in their fellow- 
ship with Christ, their honoring of him because their 
bodies belong to him to be used according to his will, 
and for his glory. I believe there are still thousands 
of our young people who take the stand these girls 
have taken. I believe there are thousands of others 
who will eagerly choose ‘the same path of chasteness 
as-soon as they see clearly God’s will in the matter and 
the reason for it. 


An Innocent (?) and Beautiful (7) Freedom 


Let me add one other illustration, of many that have 
come te my personal attention, of this new attitude 
toward ‘chastity in the relations of young people. A 
few weeks ago a group of educational leaders were 
discussing the effect of certain theories of psychology 
on standards of morality among college students. Two 
young women teachers in the group were post-graduate 
students in a university that ardently advocates new 
theories of psychology that help to undermine all the 
old standards of what morality means. These two 
students sharply challenged my suggestion that there 
had been a radical change in the attitude of young 
people on what constitutes chaste conduct. They 
asked me for scientific proof of the statement that in 
scores of colleges the great majority of the yourg 
men and young women took the liberty of kissing and 
caressing one another and did not regard it as anything 
to be ashamed of. The next day, while speaking to 
these two teachers about their own personal relation 
with the Lord (both were church members), I said 
to one of them: “You asked me for figures on that 
question of our young people and their view of the 
matter of expressing affection for one another. Now 
tell me frankly, how many of the young men and 
young women of the ten thousand in your own uni- 
versity do you actually know who do not take this lib- 
erty of kissing and caressing friends to whom they are 
not engaged?” “I do not know,” she answered, and 
then continued very emphatically: “but I hope there 
is not a single one. I regard that freedom as an inno- 
cent and beautiful thing among the young people.” 
And so she was a witness to the certain fact that there 
is a new viewpoint in our colleges. She did not need 
my figures to prove this. 

I am not here speaking of the terrible results that 
may follow the indulging in this beg semaing of what is 
often called innocent expression of affection. What 
the world used to call sin, and what Christians still 
consider as terrible sin, does result from this “inno- 
cent” beginning. It is resulting in such astounding 
measure that if parents and teachers in many parts 
of our land could have all that is going on uncovered, 
they would believe that the most extreme statements 
that have been made about the danger many of our ° 
finest young pople are in, do not half tell the real story. 

It is not necessary or wise that I should speak here 
of heart-breaking. instances that have come to my per- 
who know -human nature, 
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and who also know the facts about this new freedom 
between men and women in all circles of society, must 
realize something of the fearful fruitage in what men 
call actual sin that is bound to follow. In an increas- 
ing number of respectable circles where men and 
women are thrown together, among those who are not 
Christians, immoral acts are as lightly regarded as 
the kissing or caressing of which we have been speak- 
ing, the only care being that there shall be no public 
exposure of the sin. Even more tragic than that is 
the extent to which moral young people with’ earnest 
desire to do the right thing, and even Christians, are 
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led into the deepest sins from those “innocent” be- 
ginnings which they did net call sin. 

But I am here dealing particularly with the sin of 
any expression of affection in kissing and caressing 
between those who are not to be married. This is 
not the beginning of sin, merely. It is sin. And its 
result is not merely in the danger of something far 
worse, which practically all Christians feel would 
never result in their case. If it is sin, it has its own 
result even apart from the worse things that may 
follow. 

(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 








Mastering My Lesson Before I Begin to Teach 


How careful and prayerful preparation 
brings confidence and assurance 


By J. S. Robinson 














S WITH preaching, so with teaching, the first and 
last thing to do in preparation is to pray. But 
with this fact understood I proceed with the plan of 
outward preparation of the lesson. : ; 

Beginning early in the week, the first thing I do is 
to read the lesson passage with the connection, includ- 
ing the entire story. This may mean also to review 
and enlarge upon my knowledge of the book from 
which the lesson is taken. At the beginning of the 
Quarter this preliminary survey includes a study com- 
prehensive enough to give a clear sweep of the entire 
Quarter’s lessons, or the lessons of two or more Quar- 
ters, if the lessons happen to cover that much time. 
There may be a particular section of history covered 
in a given time, as for example when the exile and 
the restoration is to be kept in view as a distinct and 
integral part of history. Nothing will quite take the 
place of getting hold of the lessons in this larger and 
general sense. oes 

The question-lecture method of teaching is the one 
I have in mind. while preparing the lesson. I use 
three kinds of questions: Those that have to do with 
the everyday life of the pupils, and so calculated to 
arouse interest; those that pertain to the lesson in 
hand, and calculated to elicit and impart information 
about the present passage of Scripture; and those that 
are personal, calculated to cause the pupil to do his 
own thinking and to make his own applications of the 
truth. i 

The Sunday School Times is my main help, it hav- 
ing been my pleasure. to use the paper for more than 
a decade. After the preliminary work described above, 
I begin with the Times by checking with a pencil in 
the margin anything to which I may wish to revert. 
Then I follow out the various lesson articles as I go 
along. In this way I gather such facts as the time, 
geographical features, customs, and persons mentioned, 
and with pencil and paper in hand I note all pertinent 
matter which I cannot easily check on the paper. I 
look for the main truth of the lesson, and fix it by 
one or more suitable questions or notations, checking 
them for the time being or recording them in my own 
words in the manuscript. There are one or more 
truths to which special emphasis should be given. 
From the “Questions for Teacher and Class” I am 
usually able to select questions verbatim, or to reword 
some of them to suit my class. 

After the articles have been read in this way, I 
often read some of them again in whole or in part. 
The “Illustration Round-Table” is invaluable to me, 
and one or more of the iliustrations usually find a 
place in my manuscript for use in pointing the differ- 
ent truths. 

All parallel and opposite passages of Scripture are 
noted and brought into use in the right connection. 
A good reference Bible is necessary in finding such 
passages. The Scofield Reference Bible also serves 
a great purpose, especially the definitions given on 
summary pages. 

Listed books and illustrations that have been filed in 
my Wilson Index and elsewhere are consulted for 
pertinent matter, But my largest source of material 
in this line is found in The Sunday School Times 
files which have been bound into annual volumes in 
the binders furnished by The Sunday School Times 
Company. I have these volumes dating back for eight 
years, with some exceptions of lost copies. 

Not only do I find the Topical Index helpful, but 
I use my own devised Scriptural index to The Sun- 
day School Times, which is an additional and quite 
distinct device from the Topical Index. it interferes 
in no way with the use of the Topical Index. Each 
passage of Scripture that: has been used for the past 
eight years (barring the passages in the few copies 
of the paper that have been lost) are recorded in. the 
index in the order of the books of the Bible, and each 
passage followed by the date it was used. This index 
ts recorded in a loose leaf book four and three-quarters 
by seven and one-half inches. With this Scriptural 
index close at hand I ascertain whether or not there 
is an old lesson on the passage of Scripture used in 
the current lesson, and thus I find the passage, or find 
that it is not available, and that without handling the 


cumbrous volume. There is an advantage, too, in re- 
cording the index on loose leaves, for at the end of 
each six months, or at least at the end of each 
year, I want to bring the Scriptural index up to date; 
and with the loose-leaf system only one or two leaves 
will require writing over. This can be done with the 
minimum amount of labor. Seventeen loose leaves 
typewritten on one side now accommodate the index. 

With this index at hand, I am able to consult any 
past lesson help contained in the volume. Thus I am 
enabled to compare the present and past writings of 
those members of the Times family who have con- 
tinued to write through the years. Likewise some 
of those who have ceased to write have left valuable 
contributions to the lessons recorded here, and which 
are made available by this Scriptural -index. 

‘Having gathered and amassed my material as out- 
lined above, I now proceed to arrange and shape it 
for my present purpose. I believe that out of the 
fullness of the heart the mouth speaketh, and so from 
the abundant material that has been gathered I pro- 
pose to select that which will best serve the ends in 
view, while I am preparing to speak to the class from 
a fullness of heart and with that confidence that comes 
alone from having mastered the subject. 

In selecting this material I shall of course have the 
main truth in mind, that is, how best to lead up to 
the main truth. I now arrange my questions and 
other matter in a climactic order. I note the facts 
and truths which I have checked in my reading and 
weave them into my material... I shall take into con- 
sideration also what is the best means to get and keep 
the attention. For this I shall rely mainly upon the 
use of questions, for while I arrange a regular or- 
der, I shall do so with a view of varying them in 
class according as the occasion might demand. I am 
thinking of the class, and how I may draw each of 
them out, and thus have each contribute his part of 
the thinking and make his part of the personal appli- 
cation. 

In addition I shall insert illustrations from every- 
day life as well as the ones I find in my helps, for this 
lesson is to meet the needs of the members of the class 
in their everyday life in the world. The conversion 
and. upbuilding of the spiritual life of the members of 
the class is the ultimate object sought, and all material 
and methods must focus here. 

Thus, with Bible and notes at hand, and with a 
prayer for God’s presence and aid, I look forward with 
pleasure to meeting the class on Sunday, having made 
the best preparation for teaching the class that time 
and advantage permit. 

Co_umsus, Ga. 


Letters from a Farm Mother 
to Her Son at College 
XII. Saved! 
Skylight Farm. 
Dear Boy 0’ MINE: 


I told you so! I told you so! For once I can 
resort to that most objectionable phrase with a con- 


science void of offence. God has said that good old 


D— shall live, and “not a word He has spoken shall 
ever be broken.” Many will shake their heads and 
say, “We hope for the best, but—,”’ or, “Wait and 
see.” But as for you and me, we know. You knew 
when the old chapel bell that has tolled off so many 
victorious scores pealed out in the early morning hours 
the news that the wire had come from Chicago. I 
knew when I saw the headlines in the paper. But, Boy, 
I like best fo think that both of us knew weeks ago 
when God gave us that quiet assurance, “The Lord 
is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer.” 

As usual, God has worked in a way that very few 
of us would have chosen or even thought of as pos- 
sible. I am free to confess that when I read the 
headlines, “D— College Saved. Bible Union to Take 
Over School,” there was something of dismay mingled 
with my joy. I'll be frank. I have had strong prej- 
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udices against the organization. With their confes- 
sion of faith I am in perfect accord, but the organiza- 
tion itself I have regarded as divisive and reactionary. 
You may or may not know that D— College has never 
had the unanimous, enthusiastic support of our de- 
nomination throughout the State. Old quarrels and 
prejudices, dating from a time when there were rival 
schools, have bred discord. Whenever the affairs of 
the college have come up in State Convention, most of 
us who loved the school with jealous zeal have held 
anxiously to an anything-for-peace policy. 

But again and again, for several years, just when 
affairs have reached a breathless crisis, a certain small 
group of irreconcilables have risen and said, “Purge 
out the old leaven. Give us a clear, clean-cut state- 
ment of belief from faculty and management, and we 
will rally enthusiastically to the standards of D— 
College.” That is as far as they ever got. Diplomacy 
has always risen to the occasion and hushed them up 
for the sake of harmony, and things have gone on as 
before. For the past few days I have been trying 
frankly to face my own attitude of mind in this mat- 
ter. I find that at any time I should have been glad 
for just such a clean-up as these men asked; but I 
was afraid it couldn’t be brought about. without dis- 
cord and disaster. Also, I find that one main reason 
for my antagonism was the fact that I disliked, per- 
sonally, a few of their leaders. Now God has per- 
mitted disaster to fall; the clean-up is unavoidable if 
the college is to go on; and I am called upon to take 
another think. It would not surprise me to be shown 
that God chooses to set his seal of approval upon the 
work of men whom I have been wont to regard as a 
bunch of tactless fire-eaters. And I am prepared to 
be humbly grateful. 

The details of the transaction you may not know. 
I have them from Miss H—, Professor of Greek. 
Ah, these wonderful, loyal teachers, who, all unhon- 
ored and unsung, quietly, year after year, pour out 
their life’s best for their institutions! They are to 
the schools of the land what parents are to the home. 
They blend so harmoniously with their surroundings 
that often they are as little appreciated as the brown 
songsters of field and forest. Miss H— was one of 
my best friends during my college life, and there she 
is today, giving herself freely to students and fellow 
teachers, and holding the institution together with her 
prayers. I never half appreciated her until the crisis 
of the past weeks. You will remember that her name 
was first upon the subscription list. Whenever my 
faith has wavered and my hopes waned she has smil- 
ingly stayed up my hands. In the first shock of 
learning who was to take over the school, I wrote to 
her, “Where do we go from here?” By return post 
came the answer, “Where but to a bigger and better 
D— College?” 

Then she told me from intimate, first-hand knowl- 
edge how hopeless the situation had been. Hardly two 
weeks of the probation remained before the affairs of 
the school must be closed. The President of the Alumni 
and Patrons, who had come to be about the only 
active agent outside the walls of the school that hadn’t 
given up hope, had appealed in vain to the national 
Board of Education. Funds were almost exhausted; 
tears of sympathy seemed all they had to offer, and 
the market was already flooded with them. The Na- 
tional Convention was assembling in Chicago, and as 
usual the Bible Union had gathered for their annual 
pre-convention meeting. The President of the Alumni, 
himself a Fundamentalist, suddenly thought of them. 
They were considering the founding of two schools, 
one in the East, another in the extreme West. He 
suggested to their leaders that here was a plant in the 
‘Middle West all ready for their operation, a beautiful 
campus, excellent buildings, and a splendid student 
body. They prayed long together, but still the com- 
mittee seemed unconvinced. It was 3 A. M. The 
President of the Alumni. is a near-invalid, and the 
nerve strain had been severe. He tossed his 1926 
Annual open upon the table and burst into tears. 
“Well, men, I’m through. I’ve said all I have to say.” 
There were in the little company a few men of 
wealth. One of them quietly drew out his check book, 
signed his name below a generous figure, and laid the 
slip upon the open book. Others followed, and the 
transaction was begun. It was the opening gun in 
a hard campaign. 

You say that the students are not much concerned 
about the theological phase of the matter. Relief is 
great on every hand, and only a few knockers are at 
all concerned about complications. I had to smile at 
the story of the chap who was passing the cake for 
the third time at your frat picnic, and when they said, 
“You're pretty liberal, aren’t you?” replied, “Not on 
your life! We're all Fundamentalists now.” But 
remember the battle is only fairly joined. You may 
as. well brace yourself for difficulties. Some of the 
most popular members of the faculty are doomed to 
go. There is bound to be an upheaval. We have to 
deal with men of an uncompromising type that in every 
age have been branded as cranks and fanatics, men 
who are human and therefore not infailible. But God’s 
hand is so evidently at the helm I think we need not 
fear. Let us say heartily to him, “That which I see 
not, teach thou me,” then nourish a strong courage, 
our own and others’, and trust the Pilot. 


Your MorHer. 
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Lesson for February 5 


Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 
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From the Missionary Watch Tower 


Snapshots from outposts in far-flung mission lands 











| 


By Ernest Gordon 














Dan Crawford of Luanza in a private letter 

which must have wider reading. 
is a young man named Yoano. He turned up at the 
Mission from over the hills and far away,—in fact, 
as far from the West Coast as Luanza is in Africa’s 
heart. For two years he had been traveling, sound- 
ing forth the message of love divine at every river 
where he rested and in each village where he slept. 
He is a man of the Pauline stamp, of the woe-unto- 
me-if-I-preach-not type, —and nearly blind! 

When he left home determined to take the Gospel 
to those who had never heard it, thieves took advan- 
tage of his failing eyesight and stole his change of 
clothes. Later Portuguese officials stopped him and 
took away his money. He prayed, they released him 
and returned the money. A little farther on and his 
money was stolen. Then he met four friends returning 


“Come back with us,” they urged, “your clothes 
and money are gone.” 

“No, I cannot. I must do the will of God, who has 
called me to preach the Gospel.” 

“But you are nearly blind.” F 

“Yes, ’tis true, but if I spend my life for God he will 
pay me back for my blindness. I am happy.” 

“But you will starve,” they objected. . 

“Hath not God promised to take care of his own?” 
was his quiet reply. : 

So they left him. But God didn’t. In every vil- 
lage where he slept some one gave him f and 
others helped him the next day. Thus at last after 
twenty-five months of tramping Gospeling, he arrived 
at Luanza testifying to God’s protecting care and re- 
joicing to tell of one hundred and twenty souls saved 
en route. “How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 

e; that bringeth good tidings of good, that pub- 

isheth salvation.” ; 

Soon he will be leaving us to visit yet other dis- 
tricts. Pray for him as he trudges along, straining 
his“dim eyes to detect the snags and pitfalls of the 
winding trail but ever on the lookout for souls. Think 
of his handicap. Does not such unconditional devotion 
to the Master’s command, “Go,” shame us to the: very 
ground? 


The other witness is an old slave woman, passed 
from owner to owner. She reached the Mission with 
horrible ulcers that made her a helpless cripple. But 
into her little mud hut the Saviour came. Unable 
to attend services she would hail every passing Chris- 
tian with, “Tell me more about Jesus.” As she could 
not read she stored up stories of the life of Christ and 
memorized much of the Scripture until the Word of 
God dwelt-.in her richly. 

Then came that unforgettable day “when God re- 
garded his sick-tfandmaiden and sent the doctor to 
pray with her for blessing on his treatment.” “In- 
deed I knew I should be healed,” and she was, quickly 
and completely. Relatives who had deserted now came 
round, offered her a tempting marriage, and the like. 
“Begone! both ye and your bribes,” was the answer. 
“Hath God healed his slave for nought? This now 
sound body shall know no service but his.” Rolling 
up her grass sleeping mat, and tying to it her little 
cooking-pot, away she sped on a long Gospel tour. 
Not a soul passed her in the narrow trail but was 
told of Christ’s dying love. For, she said, “Doth not 
my Master say today is the day of salvation! Who 
dares then wait the morrow?” 

At last she returned aglow with Gospel triumphs. 
~ Now she has the special work of caring for the souls 
of the sick who crowd into Luanza in such numbers. 
A cough-coughing outside my door (native way of 
tapping); it is our chaplain come in the dark, after 
conducting evening prayers with the patients, to tell of 
one or more who have turned to the Lord. “Would it 
not be shame-begetting should I sleep ere I share this 
‘ joy with you?” 


There are more of such devoted apostles whom 
the future will see at work if the. home church helps 
in the advance. “In Luanza even now are chiefs from 
the north with chains about their necks begging for 
Bible schools and teachers of God. -Bible-hiding 
Rome is following hard after us, but we praise God 
that he has allowed us to be first here with his Word, 
translated into Luba. The people are keen to read and 
buy copies. Bible schools are not primarily buildings. 
The main thing is a staff of devoted native teacher- 
evangelists and their upkeep in the life and death 
struggle for this land, for the Romanists are laying 
. every conceivable trap to capture it. Hence my great 
desire to reach the yet unvisited regions, to seek out 
suitable spots for building ‘little Bible schools through 


Toe African Evangelists are described by Mrs. 


One of them 


which to implant in the native heart a love for God’s 
Word.” 


Great interest in systematic Bible reading is re- 
ported among the Congo Christians by the Congo 
Mission News. These native Christians are follow- 
ing the course of the International Bible Reading 
Association that has been translated into Kikongo, tak- 
ing notes as they read and meeting together weekly 
to compare results. Mrs. Katie Smith tells of con- 
tests in Scripture recitation at Mutoto. Kamyebi, the 
boy who won the first place, was a member of the 
Morrison Bible School. He recited 677 verses! The 
one who took second rank recited for an hour and 
three minutes without stopping, — 564 verses in all. 
The third boy recited 392 verses. Things have 
changed since the days when Congo cannibals ran 
along the river bank where Stanley and his company 
were gliding down stream, shouting, “Meat, meat!” 
in their cannibalist longing for the white man’s flesh. 


Brazilian Christians, Mr. Lane tells us in the Pres- 
byterian Survey, take a touching interest in the Chris- 
tian education of their children. One old man of his 
acquaintance raised five orphans, some of them illegiti- 
mate children, some half .blind, and some crippled. 
When converted he took much to heart the pledge 
which Brazilian converts make to train their children 
to read the Bible. In spite of his poverty he paid a 
teacher to instruct these waifs, even though they were 
not his own. Another zealous father, a tyrant until 
his conyersion, as he goes to his farm work in the 
morning, always insists that certain passages must be 
memorized by the children during the day and recited 
without error at night. It is not strange in view of 
such incidents that while the general illiteracy of 
Brazil is eighty percent, that among Protestants is 
but fifteen percent. 

At all the main stations of the West Brazil Mis- 
sion (Presbyterian) there are training-classes for 
Sunday-school teachers. “The progress of the teach- 
ing staff in many instances is truly remarkable.” Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools are also springing up all over 
the territory of the West Brazil Mission. One ‘of 
the newest of these schools reports sixty children 
in attendance. Every station of the Mission is a cen- 
ter for Bible distribution. The Bible is the cheapest 
book in Brazil, thanks to the Bible Society, and con- 
sequently the best seller. Brazilian Protestants are 
intensely interested in its circulation. One family 
mentioned by Mr. Lane has become a miniature Bible 
Society, selling as many as ninety volumes either of 
the entire Bible or of the New Testament in two 
years. The Western Brazil Mission has numbers of 
splendid tithers and in general the Brazilian converts 
are loyal under persecution and faithful in their duties 
in the church. A League for Undergirding the West 
Brazil Mission with Prayer has been organized and 
those wishing to join are asked to write to the Pres- 
byterian Mission, Caixa Postal 8, Sao Sebastiao do 
Paraiso, Minas, Brazil (2-cent postage) for a folder 
giving information. 


The Annual Report of the French Indo-China 
Mission (Christian Alliance) is an encouraging docu- 
ment. “We have seen with our own eyes and heard 
reports from every station how the sick have been 
healed, the insane restored, and demons cast out. The 
greatest miracle of all is that 1,355 sinners, men and 
women, have been born out of heathen darkness and 
bondage into the glorious liberty of the sons of God.” 

It is only four years _~ work was begun in the 
Province of Cambodia, a land full of fanaticism where 
almost every family has a son in the Buddhist priest- 

In this short time seven churches have been 
formed with nearly a hundred and fifty Christians. 
In Cochin China the converts number 2,731 in twenty- 
one churches. Here the prayer life of the Christians 
is very remarkable. “It was a great inspiration to 
see hundreds of natives, babes in Christ, pouring out 
their hearts to God for revival. Despite the fact that 
the services began at 6 A. M. and we were in session 
about eight hours each day, I could hear Annamese 
praying ore the first service in the morning and 
after the last one at night.” The expenses of this 
conference were entirely met from the offerings of the 
Annamese Christians. At the conference in Tourane 
two students volunteered to go as missionaries among 
the savage Mois and the delegates pledged their 
churches to support them financially. One hundred 
and ten of these jungle Mois have come to believe in 
God and are awaiting baptism. The eleven students of 
the Cambodian Bible School covered a large part of 
the Battambang Province on a two-weeks’ colportage 
mission selling over 1,700 Gospels and Christian books. 

In view of the situation in China the Alliance Mis- 
sion is establishing the Annamese church on a self- 


governing basis. There are now seven self-support- 
ing churches in Annam, and as soon as possible ‘this 
native church is to be incorporated under the laws 
of the land. Already they have their own executive 
committee with full power to act on all matters. 
Churches that are partially self-supporting .are con- 
trolled by this committee in consultation with the 
Mission. The way is thus being opened for an autono- 
mous church in Indo-China free from the imputation 
that it is under foreign control. 


Moslem suspicions are described by Miss Mildred 
White of the American Friends’ Mission in Palestine. 
The children in the mission school were being taught 
certain gymnastics for cold days. One-two-three- 
four, arms extended sideward, forward, up, down. It 
warmed and relaxed their bodies and cleared those 
small brains so unused to school work. How they 
loved it! But one day a faithful son of Islam (faith- 
ful father, too, of several children) passed by the door 
and saw this little pantomime. The children were 
facing the teacher, intent and quiet with arms extended 
forward as-if in prayer while the teacher murmured 
something unintelligible to him. Then they moved 
their arms upward over their heads as if in supplica- 
tion. Then by and by, just as the father expected, 
there they were, arms extended sideward, all making 
the sign of the cross! 

It was enough. The faithful son of Islam departed 
silently into the midst of the village and spread forth 
the scandal that all honest parents might take warn- 
ing. That deceitful Christian teacher, though she 
seemed so good on the surface, was proselyting their 
defenseless children behind their parents’ backs. 

Several of the parents took their children out of 
school after that and it took the Mission workers 
a long time to live down the misunderstanding and 
— No amount of explanation would do. For- 
mal gymnastics had to be given up for a time and 
other forms of recreation and exercise—such as 
marching, motion songs, and games—used instead. 
Little by little the fear is dying out anda few years 
— we think the Gospel can be taught quite freely 
there. 

Brief Mission Notes.—Among the students at Mr. 
Gitlin’s school at Radost, Poland, is a great-grand- 
son of the famous Jewish Tzadik, or wonder-working 
rabbi, Eiimelech. He was converted in a tent meet- 
ing at Dantzig and has been a student at Radost for 
a year and a half. ... The Bishop of the Niger, Dr. 
Lasbrey, reports that the Protestant community in 
that colony has grown from 633,000 in 1921 to 780,- 
000. ... The Tyndale Memorial Bible House in Cal- 
gary, South Alberta, is a beautiful and commodious 
building commemorating the work and martyrdom of 
William Tyndale to whom we owe the translation of 
the Bible into English. Last year 6,584 volumes of 
Scripture in English, and 513 in 28 other tongues went 
out from this center. Mr. Burkholder, the colporteur 
of the Bible House, traveled 5,888 miles last year, 
half of the way with ponies, and sold 2,783 Scriptures 
to frontier folk. .. . Mennonites have bought 300 
leagues of valuable land in the Chaco of Paraguay 
and are building railroads, good hotels, and the like, 
there. They expect to bring about 40,000 colonists 
from Canada and Russia for settlement. Several thou- 
sands have already arrived. This ought in time to 
be a powerful center for the evangelism of Paraguay 
and the neighboring States. ... The evangelical com- 
munity in Brazil is growing by leaps and bounds. 
Lines of mission stations are stretching out in all di- 
rections. From Rio de Janeiro right through the 
states of Rio, S2o Paulo, and Matto Grasso on to the 
Bolivian frontier, a distance of 1,500 miles, one is in 
almost constant touch with evangelical life in one form 
or another. The secretary of the British Bible So- 
ciety reports his satisfaction in seeing so many 
churches and chapels of solid construction. ... 
remote and hidden places are opening up for mis- 
sions. World Dominion- tells us that an expert me- 
chanic who is a Christian, living in Jerusalem, is 
proposing to open a taxi service between that city 
and towns in interior Arabia for the convenience of 
wealthy sheiks. This would bring the difficult border 
of Northern Arabia within a day’s or even a’ few 
hours’ ride. Formerly it took weeks to make the 
journey. ... Senor Joaquin Garcia, once a Spanish 
priest, now a prosperous business man in Panama, has 
been ordained to the ministry in the Balboa Heights - 
Baptist church, Panama Canal Zone. He is a graduate 
of the University of Madrid and with his wife was 
recently baptized. He is to preach the Gospel to the 
Spanish-speaking people of the Zone. ; . . Swedish 
Baptists numbering 61,149 support 128 missionaries on 
the foreign fields at an approximate cost of $124,000. 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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But as many as received him, to them gave he 


LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 5. JESUS MISUNDERSTOOD AND OPPOSED 


International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 3 : 196-35; 6: 1-6 


Golden Text.—He came unto his own, and they that were his own received him not. 
the right to become children of God, even to them that believe on his name.—John I: 11, 12 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


“I must work” (John 9: 4). 
“Let us do good” (Gal. 6:10). 
“Do it heartily” (Col. 3: 23). 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 3:19.—Into a house. Or, as the margin, 
“home.” Capernaum is regarded as the home of the 
Lord Jesus in contrast to Nazareth where he no 
longer resides. The second part of our lesson deals 
with transactions at the latter place. The “house” in 
the text was almost certainly Peter’s. Some com- 
mentators suppose that our Lord himself rented a 
house in Capernaum, but this seems very unlikely, 
especially in view of the references to Peter’s house. 


Verse 20.—Again, This refers to 2:1. They could 
not so much as eat bread. This is one of the char- 
acteristic touches of an eyewitness. Remember that 
Mark was Peter’s amanuensis (cf. 6: 31). 

Verse 21.—His friends. That is, his family. These 
are further specified in verse 31 as his mother and his 
brothers. His own brothers did not believe on him 
(John 7:5). James was apparently the eldest of these, 
the next in age to Jesus himself. In spite of James’ 
unbelief there seems to have been a close tie between 
them, for after his resurrection the Lord Jesus spe- 
cially appeared to this unbelieving brother (1 Cor. 
15:7). The result was that James was at last con- 
vinced. And in his Epistle he terms himself not the 
brother. but the bondslave of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In view of the widespread recrudescence of the cult 
of the Virgin Mary, it is well to recall the fact told 
us here that the mother of the Lord was _ herself 
actually a party to the scheme for putting her divine 
Son under restrairit. She ought to have remembered 
the miraculous events connected with his incarnation 
and birth. But probably natural reticence had pre- 
vented her from telling others, and it is an unfailing 
law of the things of the Spirit that what we do not 

ss on to others we lose. Probably, therefore, Mary's 

aith was thus temporarily eclipsed because she had 
kept it so long to herself. But observe that her place 
in the Gospels is far otherwise than that accorded to 
her in the sacerdotal systems. In these she no longer 
appears as a good but fallible woman, but as some 
quasi divine being. Her place in the thought of sacer- 
dotalism approximates more and more to that of a 
goddess in heathen mythology, culminating in the 
Romish doctrines of the immaculate conception, and 
the like. Beside himself. The verb has all shades 
of meaning, from that of simple amazement to utter 
madness. Probably the word here is intended to bear 
the stronger meaning. ; 

Verse 22.—Beelsebub. The Hebrew title of a 
heathen deity. “Baalzebub” means “lord of ffies,” the 
greatest of Eastern pests. The margin has “Beelze- 
bul,” the: derivation of which is a little uncertain. 
“Beel” is the same as “Baal,” and- means “lord.” But 
the last two syllables may be derived: from a word 
meaning habitation, so making it mean “the lord of 
the dwelling” in his character as the prince of the 
powers of the air (Eph. 2:2) or of the lower world; 
or they may be derived from a word meaning “dung” 
or “filth.” This is perhaps the more probable. In 
the Old Testament, God continually speaks of idols 
in this way (cf. Ezek. 36:25). Such phraseology is 
used because of the degrading influences of idolatry 


on the noblest part of man’s nature and because of. 


the moral depravity that is the constant accompaniment 
of idolatry. This last forms a special answer to that 


foolish objection to missionary work that one some- , 


times hears, “The religion of the heathen peoples is 
good enough for them.” 

By the prince -of the demons. Note the marginal 
word, “in.” The preposition has the same force as in 


the phrases “in Christ,” “m the Holy Ghost.” It ‘is . 


the local designation of intimate union, as if the two 
were so absorbed in each other that they dwelt each in 


the other. The scribes said, “This man is in collusion . 


with the Devil. How else does this insignificant per- 
son, without any credentials we can discover, get this 
extraordinary power over demons unless there is some 
connection between him and their ruler?” The con- 
cern of Mary and her other sons was perhaps the out- 
come of their dread of the persecution to which the 
hostility of the scribes would expose both him and 
themselves, shame at being in any way connected with 
such a fanatic, and a judgment concerning him that 
approximated to that of the scribes. Trace the paral- 
lel between this case and that of the parents of the 
man born blind (John 9:22). The important point 








Devotional Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-9. 
Primary Topic: Friends Misunderstand Jesus. 
Lesson Material: Mark 3: £94-21, 31-35 
Memory Verse : He came unto his own, and they that were 
his own Fea him not.—John 1: 11, 


Junior Topic: Friends Misunderstand Jesus. 
Lesson idace: Mark 3 < naltad 
nt ol Verse: Jone Ts 


Intermediate and Senior T F U idable O iti 
Topic for Young phew cin e Givenividibed doses. 


The portion of the text indicated by the International 

Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 

3: 19b-27; 6: 1-6 

3:19b And he cometh ‘into a house. 20 And the multi- 
tude cometh together again, so that they could not so 
much as eat bread. 21 And when his friends heard it, they 
went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside 
himself. 22 And the scribes that came down from Jeru- 
salem said, He hath * Beelzebub, and, * By the prince of 
the demons casteth he out the demons. 23 And he called 
them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can 
Satan cast out Satan? 24 And if a kingdom be divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a 
house be divided against itself, that house will not be able 
to stand. 26 And if Satan hath risen up against himself, 
and is divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end. 27 But 
mo one can enter into the. hcuse of the strong man, and 
spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man; and 
then he will spoil his house. 

6:1 And he went out frem thence; and he cometh into 
his own country; and his disciples follow him. 2 And 
when the sabbath was come, he began to teach in the 
synagogue: and ‘many hearing him were astonished, say- 
ing, Whence hath this man these things? and, What is 
the wisdom that is given unto this man, and what mean 
such © mighty works wrought by his hands? 3 Is not this 
the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of * James, 
and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? and are not his sisters 
here with us? And they were ‘offended in him. 4 And 
Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honor, 
save in his own country, and among his own kin, and in 
his own house. 5 And he could there do no * mighty work, 
save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and 
healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. 

And he went round about the villages teaching. 

20r, home. *Gr., Beelzebul. *Or, In. *Some ancient 
authorities insert, the. 5Gr., powers. °Or, Jacob. 
7Gr., caused to stumble. *Gr., power. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 

American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 

















for us is that neither friends nor foes could account 
for the Lord Jesus on merely naturalistic grounds. 

Verse 23.—I/n parables. A parable is an analogy. 
It assumes that there is such a likeness between higher 
and lower things that what is true in one case holds 
good in the other. The analogy may be drawn out 
into a story or description as in most of the parables 
of the Lord Jesus. But this is not essential. Note 
the following differences and resemblances: 

A fable is a tale purely fanciful in character, €. Oey 
Jotham’s example of the talking trees in Judges 9. 

A myth is a literal story of an obvious fact wiids 
nevertheless contains some hidden-meaning. The pres- 
ence-of this hidden meaning is hinted at by some gro- 





The Lover Denied 
By Amos R. Wells 


NFINITE Love, unceasingly spent for the want 
and the woe of the world, how in the face of thy 
sacrifice our human hatred is hurled! How thy 
‘merciful hand is pierced by. man’s unmerciful dart, 
and how the barbs of a thankless race transfix the 
Infinite Heart! Labor is never too hard for thee, 
nor ‘ignorance over-crude, but how canst thou bear 
‘the: poisoned stings of human ingratitude? How 
canst thou bear thy brothers’ scorn, repulse from 
thy dearest home? thou, all-sheltering Love, com- 
pelled through a shelterless world to roam! Never 
a wavering, never a pause in thy giving’s. bountiful 
tide; never a réspite of man’s disdain, of human 
folly and pride. How can our needy souls deny 
~. the Love that has given the most?) How can our 
selfishness blaspheme the pitying Holy Ghost? How 
can we set for the Father’s heart that dread, im- 
possible task, the sin that receives no pardoning 
because it will never ask? Listen, my soul! O 
listen, my soul! take hourly and tenderest heed, 
lest any folly of thine should cause the Infinite Heart 
to bleed. By the love of one, at least of one, 
whatever its worth may be, do what thou canst to 
recornpense the Love that is spent for thee. 











tesqueness of description, e. g., the myth of Hercules 
and the Hydra, 

An allegory is a story in which you have imaginary 
persons and actions in the very place of the real, e. g., 
Spenser’s “The Faerie Queene.” 

A parable is based upon real analogies. 

Satan, a Hebrew word which means “accuser.” The 
meaning is thus just the same as in the Greek word 
diabolos or “devil.” Satan first seduces men to sin 
and then accuses them of having sinned (cf. Psa. 109: 
6; Zech. 3:1; Rev. 12: 10). 


Verse 27.—The strong man is Satan. His house or 
palace is either this world as a whole or the individual 
sinner in particular. The “stronger than the strong” 
is the Lord Jesus. Every sinner saved is a spoiling 
of the goods of “the strong man.’ 


Chapter 6:1.—His own country. Nazareth. Note - 


the emphasis on his disciples follow him. It seems 
to imply that it was with reluctance that they did so. 
This agrees with Luke’s account of the frantic vio- 
lence the Nazarenes had exhibited toward him on his 
previous visit (Luke 4:16). 

Verse 2.—Mighty works. Literally, “powers,” as 
in the margin. This has reference to the miracles as 
being the effect of God’s power entering into the 
world of sense. 


Verse 3.—The carpenter. This designation coupled 
with the fact that Joseph is not mentioned in the 
Gospels after the Lord Jesus had reached the age 
of twelve (Luke 2:42) indicates pretty clearly that 
the Lord himself had carried on his foster father’s 
business, a fact full of precious significance for us. 
Brother, There is no more baseless or prejudiced 
theory in the whole range of Bible study than that 
which makes the Lord Jesus the only child of Mary. 

Verse 4—A prophet is not without honor. Com- 
pare our proverb, “Familiarity breeds contempt.” 

Verse 6.—He marvelled. This does not mean he 
was puzzled by it, for his proverb shows that he 
traced it unerringly to its source. Nor does it mean 
that he was taken by surprise at the unbelief. But 
the word suggests that the unbelief aroused his ear- 
nest denunciation. This response on the part of the 
Lord Jesus to human conditions is predicated only of 
two things, faith and unbelief (Matt. 8:10). Plato 
declared that marveling was the beginning of philos- 
ophy. The result of the process in this case is to be 
seen in the next sentence which reveals the commence- 
ment of another program on the Lord’s part. If Naz- 
areth would not afford him opportunities to help the 
people, he would turn to the villages around. 

A Lesson Outline 

1. The problem: “Who is this?” (Matt. 21: 10) 

Consider 

(1) His utter self-forgetfulness (6:5) 

(2) His tireless devotion to duty (3:20) 

(3) His marvelous self-restraint in the face of prov- 
ocation (3:23; 6: 4) 

2. The solution offered: 

(1) By his family, madness (3: 21) 

(2) By his acquaintances, contempt (6: 2) 

(3) By his enemies, the Devil (3: 22) 

3. Reasons for these solutions: 

(1) The fear of men 

(2) Impatience with impracticable idealism as they 
thought it 

(3) Perhaps also the selfish wish that the Lord 
Jesus would devote all this energy and power to the 
easing of their circumstances 

(4) Jealousy 

(5) Unwillingness to acknowledge their own fail- 
ure to understand 

(6) Anger because the Lord Jesus was doing some- 
thing they had never tried to do 

4. Handicaps in our Lord’s life: 

(1) Loneliness — not even his own understood him 

(2) Ostracism 

(3) Failure to make folks see how he loved them 

(4) The defaming of his Father’ s love 


Golden Topics 

1. Leading, not leaning. 

2. Patience, not petulance. 

3. Service, not selfishness. 
The Practical Aim 

To learn to face our life’s tasks as the Lord’ Jesus 
did, undeterred by misunderstanding, unafraid of his 
enemies’ malice, patient amid provocation, independent 
of applause or blame. 
Final Word 

“Love suffereth long, and is kind” (1 Cor. 13:4). 

Tunsrince WELLS, ENG. 
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Lesson for February.5 . 
Mark 3 : 19b-35; 6: 1-6 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
ene, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT is the firgst_recorded instance of Christ being 
misunderstood ? 

2. How could the Lord Jesus’ own mother misunder- 
stand him, when his divine nature had been directly and 
miraculously revealed to her? 

3. What groups can you name of those that misunder- 
stood Christ ? 

4. What was the result of the misunderstanding in 
most instances ? 

5. What other motives contributed to the opposition in 
many instances 

6. _ What form did the opposition of the different groups 
take? 

7. Who among Christ’s disciples misunderstood him, 
os. though in constant contact with him, and taught by 

im? 

8. Who seems best to have understood Christ Jesus, 
and received his commendation for her expression of this? 

9. What words of Christ can you = that speak 
plainly his suffering over this general failure to under- 
stand him? 

10. How did the Pharisees and scribes blaspheme the 
Holy Spirit? 

11. What warning is in this for us today? 

12. What most hinders the work of Jesus Christ? 

13. What work of Christ am I hindering today because 
of my failure to believe in his power and trust him? 
(Personal.) . 

14. Why were the Master’s friends so alarmed? 

I ;. What answer had Christ Jesus once given his 
mother that he could have repeated on this occasion? . 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ye 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


“Cranks.”,—For they said, He is beside himself 
(3: 21). They didn’t know. Folks never know. Espe- 
cially those who are nearest and most intimate (see 
John 4: 10; Luke 19: 42). Some years ago a quiet, in- 
offensive sort of fellow moved into a town up the 
Williamsport way. Folks put him down as a “nut.” 
He had a “crazy scheme” for cooking sawdust and 
offal wood, which made all the smart lumber folks up 
that way laugh their heads off. An old friend of 
Father’s took pity upon the “poor crank” and fed him 
and let him sleep in the barn (maybe it was the wagon 
house) and work on his “crazy idea.” The Poor 
Crank one day disappeared and turned up in the soft 
pine woods of Michigan, He got his “crazy idea” to 
work somehow or other. He recovered alcohol and 
other valuable products from the enormous .waste of 
the saw mills. The last time I heard, Poor Crank 
was a multi-millionaire who could buy and sell all the 
folks who laughed at him up there in the Williamsport 
country. While we are nixing our ‘shellac with -his 
wood alcohol, boozing fools are going blind or into 
the ground by the same liquid. Yes, this is -@: queer” 
world, and you never know. The same Lard has said, 
“Judge not.” When anyone calls you a “crank,” just 
laugh and jog er-long—remembering a crank is a 
piece of machinery forever useful, and. is always do- 
ing something. No motion, no progress. without a 
crank, whether a sewing machine, a lecomotive;.or 
automobile! Almost every one whose inventions have 
blessed mankind has been rated by his neighbors as 
“beside himself.” Goodyear, the rubber man; Edison, 
the light man; Jenner, the smallpox man; Stevenson, 
Fulton, ‘Henry Ford, Cyrus Field, and a whole host of 
them. So has it been with those through whom has 
come spiritual blessing. So, Mr. Crank, plug right 
along. You have a splendid example: Your Saviour 
knew what it was to be called crazy, to be misunder- 
stood and ridiculed. Tie up to Him and ‘have the 
last laugh. 


The Neighbors.—/s not this the carpenter, the son 
of Mary ... And they were offended (6:3). “Whose 
place is that?” asked Mac, as we passed one of the 
finest. homes on the Main Line. “Sam Dobson’s, the 
contractor,” was the reply. “Is that so! Why, his 
dad used to be a common country carpenter, and Sam 
used to shingle our barns.” “Well,” we said, “he is 
not shingling barns today but is probably playing golf 
at St. David’s.” Folks expect the banker’s boy to 
wind up in a palatial home (which they don’t always 
do), but are surprised when the barn building boy 
of a carpenter dad “makes the grade,” to use the lan- 
guage of the carpenter shop and railroad. Now if 
Jesus’ father had been a Jerusalem rabbi— but a 
country carpenter’s son!: Dear me, the very idea! 
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And so it made ’em sore, to use some more carpenter 
shop argot. If you could but know, you would be 
surprised how many folks are “offended” when one 
in the carpenter shop stratum breaks through into 
the upper level. Human nature, evolutidn or no evo- 
lution, has not changed one little jot in all the cen- 
turies, and Nazareth and the Josephsons have no 
monopoly of the strain. Great ones rarely greatly 
impress their old neighbors. They are too close to 
them. Distance lends enchantment to the view in 
folks as well as in landscapes. Our own folks are 
apt to appreciate us least of all, whether great or 
small. Our Lord had the same experience. His own 
received him not (John 1:11). Indeed, in many 
families the quiet, thoughtful one is often looked upon 
with suspicion and thought to be less smart than those 
who are more in evidence. Jesus suffered from hatred 
and misunderstanding. His neighbors did not think 
much of him, and on small provocation wanted to 
throw him headlong out of town and over the hill 
(Luke 4: 28, 29). 


Foolishness.—And he could there do no mighty 
work. ... And he marvelled because of their unbelief 
(vs. 5, 6). One of the worst afflictions a man can 
have is to be under suspicion. A tremendous handi- 
cap. If you don’t-believe it, try making a speech to a 
bunch that has no confidence in you. I do not mean a 
crowd that is against you. Such opposition is just a 
spur to do your best, like Patrick Henry against the 
burgesses, Webster against Hayne, Sumner against 
Butler, Lincoln against Douglas, Bryan against Dar- 
row. But to talk to people who have no faith in you 
—that kills your oratory dead. Even Heaven itself 
could do no mighty works among criticisms, doubts, 
and sneers. Neither, of course, can you nor anyone 
else. Jesus did wonderful things and spoke wonderful 
words, all of which should have been most convincing. 
Well, it is “the same old world,” as the girl told her 
mother. All around us here in Coatesville are mod- 
ern miracles. Bad men changed to fine citizens by 
Christ Jesus. All the permanently successful men in 
life are godly men. All the problems of life, individual 
and public, can be automatically solved by Christ. 
But it is next to impossible to get great companies 
of fool young men to see it. They “cut” the Sunday- 
school and church and think it is oh, so smart to be 
“sporty.” Yet these same young fellows to save their 
necks cannot name a successful executive in bank, 
store, factory, or utility who is “a dead game sport.” 
Nor a single professional man with a fine paying and 
growing practice (sure, there are sporty, godless law- 
yers, doctors, engineers, architects, and the like, but 
they don’t get anywhere to stay). But just try tell- 
ing some of these young men, and you get the laugh 
as “a religious nut.” Like our Master, we marvel 
because of unbelief (1 Cor. 2: 14). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Principle oF THoucHtT StIMuLuS.— 
Stimulate thinking and research by setting oa 
problem for the class to solve, 











T IS not exactly a thonght -question:to suggest that 

4 the class should gather other instances, besides those 
indicated, in which the Lord was misunderstood and 
opposed, but it would constitute a question whose an- 
swer-would require some Scripture research, and the 
answer * show that it was by far-a more seri- 
ous.-matter than. the two references would indicate. 
With this larger amount of data as a basis it would 
more significant to raise the question of “why” in 
relation both to the misunderstanding and the opposi- 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. January 1.—John the Baptist and Jesus ..... Mark 1: 1-13 
2. January -8.—Jesus and the Sick ......... Mark 1 : 21-45 
3. January 15.—Jesus and Sinners ........... Mark 2:1-17 
4. January 22.—Jesus and the Law (May be used 


with Temperance Applications.) ...Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
§. January 29.—The Growing Fame of Jesus 
Mark 3: 7-12; 6: 53-56 
6. February 5.—Jesus Misunderstood and O; 
Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 
7. February 12.—Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God 
Mark 1:14, 153 43 1°34 
8 February 19—Two Miracles of Power. Mark 4 : 35 to 5 : 20 
9. February 26—Other Mighty Works of jesus. 
Mark 5 : 22-43 
10. March 4.—Jesus and the Twelve 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2 : 33, 143 3 : 13°19; 6 : 7-13, 30 
11, March 11.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes 
Mark 6: 31-44; 8: 1-10 
12. March 18—Jesus Teaches Sincerity ........ Mark 7: 1-233 
13. March 25.—Keview: Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom of God. 
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tion. Who were the people who misunderstood him, 
and was the cause the same with the different groups? 
Who were the people who opposed-him, and did they 
all oppose him for the same reason? 

There are two groups of “his own” who misunder- 
stood him. His own family and friends thought he 
was beside himself, thinking of him doubtless merely 
as one like themselves, and in this group also may be 
included his fellow townsmen who thought of him as 
the carpenter’s son, the brother of James. Then the 
Jews misunderstood him when he claimed to be the 
Messiah because he did not fit the portrait of the Mes- 
siah that they had constructed. Especially could they 
not reconcile his humble mode of life with the glori- 
ous kingdom they anticipated from the advent of the 
Messiah. Some of the opposition to him grew out of 
the misunderstandings indicated; but it would be a 
mistake to credit all of it to misunderstanding. Not a 
little of it came from religious leaders who opposed 
him from motives that were far from creditable to 
them. They envied his popularity; they were an- 
gered that his teaching destroyed their traditions; 
they feared that their positions of honor and profit 
might be lost to them; his teaching rebuked their 
sinful lives. Nor is it to be forgotten that Satan was 
back of the human opposition to Him who came to de- 
stroy the works of the Devil. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each. illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the yea:, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note tne conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. . 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
need 


The Hiss.—And he called them unto him (3:23). 
During the Arian controversy, at a general meeting 
of the ministers of London at Salter’s Hall, Mr. 
Thomas Bradbury had been contending that those 
who really believed the doctrine of Christ’s deity 
should openly avow it; when, to bring it to the test, 
he said: “Yon who are not ashamed to own the deity 
of our Lord, follow me into the gallery.” He had 
scarcely mounted two or three steps before the opposite 
party hissed him. Turning around, he said, “I have 
been pleading for Him who bruised the serpent’s head; 
no wonder the seed of the serpent should hiss.”—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by James K. Robertson, 
Kirkcaldy, Fife, Scotland. 


Not the Old Devil.— How can Satan cast out Satan? 
(v. 23.) A Roman Catholic peasant boy in Ireland 
is reported to have listened attentively to a priest 
earnestly denouncing the “revival,” and warning the 
people against it as the work of the Devil. “Ah, thin, 
your riverince,” said the lad, “it must be a new divil; 
for that’s not the way the ould Divil used to make the 
people behave themselves.”—From the Sunday School 
ew. Sent by: Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 

ng. 

When God Was Defied.—Whosoever shali blas- 
pheme against the Holy Spirit hath never forgiveness 
(v. 29). A Christian physician was once obliged to 
take refuge from an approaching storm in a grocery 
store which also contained a grog shop. Two drunken 
men were present, and as the lightning flashed, they 
poured forth such a volley of fearful oaths that finally 
the storekeeper said, “Gentlemen, I am no Christian, 
but I want to say that your awful cursing is teo much 
for me. God will strike you dead right here with a 
stroke of lightning if you do not hush your bDlas- 
phemous oaths.” The leader of the two rolled up his 
sleeves, went to the door, cursed God, and defied him. 
At that moment a blinding flash of lightning de- 
scended with a flame of fire. Quickly the light was 
gone, and only smoke remained. In a moment that, 
too, had disappeared, and there lay God’s defier in a 
heap, just as an empty garment when let loose would 
fall. The physician helped to lay the man out, and 
he said he did not believe there was a bone two 
inches long left unbroken in his body.—From the 
9 Herald. Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, 


What All Can Do.—He marvelled because of their 
unbelief (6:6). God has put the matter of salvation 
in such a way that the whole world can lay hold of 
it. All men can believe. A lame man .might not per- 
haps be able to visit the sick; but he can believe. A 
blind man, by reason of his infirmity, cannot do many 
things; but he can believe. A deaf man can believe. 
A dying man can believe. God has put salvation so 


simply that young and old, wise and foolish, rich and 
poor, can all believe if they will—From D. L. Moody. 
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Sent by William S. Bowden, New Al- 
bany, Ind. 


What Lets You In.—To them that be- 
lieve on his name (Golden Text). A 
London waif, cold and hungry, was i- 
vited one night by a city missionary to 
one of the houses of refuge for little 
wanderers. He was told simply to ring 
the bell and, when they asked him who 
he was, to say the three words, “In His 
Name.” He ventured up the steps, and, 
true to the promise of the worker, re- 
ceived a royal welcome. With a good 
supper and a warm bed he dreamed that 
he was in Heaven. A few days after- 
ward he was hurt in a London thorot ‘1- 
fare by a passing wagon. The card of 
the-rescue home was found in his pocket, 
and he was taken to the hospital, and 
word was sent to the mission. He was 
tenderly nursed during the few lingering 
days of his life, and taught of that other 

rtal which is also entered “in His 

ame.” And often in his last hours 
would he repeat over and over again, “ ‘In 
His Name,’ that’s what lets you in.”— 
From A. B. Simpson. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


The Weight of a Name.—To them that 
belicve on his name (Golden Text). An 
instrument used for weighing gold in the 
assay office is balanced so delicately that, 
when two pieces of paper, of exactly 
the same weight, are placed on the 
balances, it still retains the same poise. 
But if a name be written on one of the 
papers it will turn the scale. The name 
of Jesus on the heart turns the scale to 
the peace and presence of God. It is the 
possession of His name thus written that 
spells -“‘saved.” It is the lack of it that 
spells “lost..—From the Sunday Com- 
ooo. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 

acup, Eng. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“What Will You Do With Jesus?” 
“One Day.” . 
“Jesus Is All the World to Me.” 

“In the Cross of Christ.” 

“Sweet the Moments.” 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
ef songs in the metrical psalm book: set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4," published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Near to My Saviour” (159 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73:1, 3, 23-28 
“Thy Help I Implore” (150: 1-3). 
Psalm 70 : 1-5. 
“To My Saviour I Betake Me” (85 : 2, 3). 
Psalm 38 : 19-22. 
"God My Helper” (123: 2, 3). Psalm 56: 4-7. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lessen.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thy Word is for those 
who are willing to hear it. We thank thee 
that not so much the great mind, but the 
mind such as the most of us have, is capable 
ef understanding whatever the Holy Spirit 
would teach us in the Word. May we not 
misunderstand our Lord Jesus, the ever-liv- 
ing Word! May we be simple-hearted, eagerly 
teachable, and willingly obedient, not failing 
fo lay hold of any teaching that thou wouldst 
have us receive. We ask this in the name 
ef the Master Teacher, our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—How easy it is for 
us to misunderstand others! And how 
needless! Yes, and sometimes how cruel! 
A man who was a helper to every one 
who really knew him was cruelly misun- 
derstood by a neighbor. “I should think,” 
he said to a friend, “that if a man saw 
me stooping down and slipping something 
under a neighbor’s front door, he might 
be willing to think I was leaving a mes- 
sage there, and not a bomb!” Do you 
ever judge others by a guess at the wrong 
motive, instead of a possible good mo- 
tive? Just think of charging Jesus with 
partnership with Satan! But what about 
sejecting Jesus, refusing to believe him? 
is anyone here doing that today? Can 
zt be said of this school, “He came unto 





his own, and his own received him not”? ' 
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Let us pray that no one here may fail | 


to believe and follow him. 


HE GAME RECEIVED HIM 
UNTO His Qua NOi 


HAVE | ACCEPTED HIM? 














ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Mark 3: 13-35. Tell the class 

about the Master choosing twelve 
men to help him with his work. The 
children should be helped to become fa- 
miliar with the names of the disciples. 
Jesus kept his disciples with him, and 
taught them many precious lessons. He 
gave them power to heal the sick and 
to cast out evil spirits. 

After this so many people came to the 
house where Jesus and his disciples were 
that they did not have time to eat. For 
Jesus always took time to heal and help 
and teach the people who came to him. 
His friends and neighbors at Nazareth 
heard of the great crowds who were 
coming to Jesus to hear his words and 
to be healed. Perhaps they heard, too, 
how the rulers were always finding fault 
with all that he did. His friends thought 
that he ought to listen to the rulers and 
do what they said. These friends did 
not believe on Jesus, and they could not 
understand him. But, you see, Jesus 
was doing what his Father in Heaven 
had sent him to do, so he did not listen 
to these mistaken friends, but went on 
loving and serving the needy people. 

One day when a great crowd had 
gathered about Jesus, his mother and his 
brothers came to the house and called for 
him. But again>he went on with the 
work that his Father had given him to 
do. He said that he would love anyone 
who did the will of his Father in Heaven 
as he loved his own brother and sister 
and mother. Explain to the class that, 
to do the will of God, one must receive 
Jesus as his Saviour. That makes him 
a child of God, and then Jesus becomes 
his Elder Brother. 

We know that Jesus loved his own 
mother, for when he was growing up he 
was always obedient to her. Even when 
suffering on the cross he remembered her. 
But when he was only twelve years old, 
he told her that he must be about his 
Father’s business. When he became a 
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man, he gave up everything, even the 
joys and comforts of home, that he might 
go about doing good to all who would 
come to him. And now when his mother 
and brothers did not understand him, and 
tried to hinder his work, he kept true to 
his purpose, and kept on until he had 
finished the work his father had given 
him to do. 

Close the lesson by giving the class 
this command of the Lord: “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord.” There 
are times when even young children hear 
calls that their parents have never heeded. 
We may be sure that the “strong Son of 
God” bends low to help and to lead all 
such little pilgrims on their way. 
Pd “Tl Go Where You Want Me to 


your girls the life story of such a one, 
if you have known such unusual strength 
of character combined with the “popular” 
personality. 

But the girls need to think, too, and 
seriously, of the dangers of being the 
self-conscious center of an admiring fol- 
lowing. And you can help them do this 
in no better way than by helping them 
think of the final results of Jesus’ popu- 
larity. , 

2. That he was popular last week’s 
study showed us, unmistakably. That 
through this following of the crowd- 
ing thousands he wrought countless 
blessed deeds, reached and helped and 
saved many, taught many more, found 
some fast friends, is also unmistakably 
true. But the final results (besides these 
that must have rejoiced his heart) must 
include the bitter opposition of the very 
crowd itself which at last cried, “Crucify 
him,”—he whom they had so lately 
hailed as King; the disappointing misun- 
derstanding of his mother and brothers, 
who thought him “beside himself” to 
give himself so unreservedly to those mul- 
titudes; and that deep sense of spiritual 
loneliness which the outward following 
of the crowd only intensified. Criticism, 
opposition, misunderstanding, loneliness, 
persecution, even death itself came out of 
Jesus’ popularity with those thousands 
who had heard him so gladly. But note 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

1. The opportunities and dangers of 
popularity. 

2. The final results of Jesus’ popular- 
ity. 

3. Where are you in “the crowd,” to- 
day? 








































well that all this suffering fell upon Jesus 
himself; his truth and love saved them 


— the very results they visited upon 
im. 


3. Now ask your girls to answer these 
questions: “Where am I in my crowd, 
today? If I am leading —to what? Will 
my leadership lift or lower my crowd? 
If I am a follower —of whom? Where 
will my following take me? What will 
be its last results in my life? in the lives 


of others?” 
Home Study 


Make a list of your own, naming those 
who misunderstood Jesus during his 





OUR girls are too young to know 
from experience how short-lived and 
unreliable is the glittering bubble of pop- 
ularity. To them just now there is noth- 
ing so alluring as to be widely ‘and wildly 
popular with their mates, to hear on all 
sides, “Oh, isn’t she just darling? [or 
“cute,” or “adorable,” or “different,” or 
“a good sport,” according to the sex and 
temperament of the adorers!] Everybody 
is just crazy about her!” For these are 
the spoken results of popularity for a 
young girl, in the average “crowd,” to- 
day. They crave the excitement of be- 
ing in the foreground of every “picture,” 
the central and desired one in every bit 
of fun or work. 
That there are great opportunities in 


Mark, at least. : 
Decatur, Ga. 


such a ge <4 _ can deny. For = ba 
time being, the popular one can sway the — 
whole crowd toward any aim or project. Say, Fellows 


She is the pace-setter for her followers. 
How seldom a young girl ever uses such 
popularity for anything more than more 
popularity, those who know and love 
them know only too well, yet we all know 
some shining exceptions to this rule. Tell 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Pulling upstream. 
Discussion: Name the difficulties that 
usually beset any real Christian effort. 











Lf some folks were as 
ready 


they are to throw them- 


Objective: Connecting our weakness 
with Christ’s power. 


AY, fellows, your Saviour had many 

cruel things to bear — physical, men- 
tal, and spiritual suffering beyond de- 
scription; but one of the bitterest 
draughts of gall he had to drink was 
that of being misunderstood. He was 
not only misunderstood and maliciously 
opposed by his enemies, but his friends 
misunderstood him, thus giving’ his ene- 
mies all the greater advantage in ex- 
citing hostility toward him. 


If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve 
spoken 
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for 





to lay bricks as 


fools, 
Or watch the things you gave your life to, 
broken, 
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn- 
out tools — 


You'll be a man, my son! 

Jesus’ whole career was one of pulling 
upstream — rowing against the current — 
the current of a great tidal wave of mis- 
understanding. Even when he was popu- 
lar with the crowd he was misunderstood, 
and he had to fight it continually. His 
own devoted disciples did not understand 
him. That was one of his hardest trials. 
Yet Jesus your Saviour bore it all — for 
you — even to the end. 

Now, fellows, if you are trying to fol- 
low him, you, too, will be misunderstood 
and opposed. The servant is not better 
than his lord (Matt. 10:25). You might 
as well prepare for it. And your Lord 
has given you an example of how to 
meet the difficulty. It is to keep sweet 
and keep pulling. He never allowed the 








cruel and unjust insinuations to check for 


earthly life. Find those mentioned by. 
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Lesson for February 5 
Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 


one instant his “— toward the goal 
he had set up. e steadfastly forged 
ahead. The best answer to opposition of 
that kind is to keep pulling. The stiffer 
the current, the more determinedly our 
Lord bent himself to the oars. 

If you fellows are ever to amount to 
anything for Jesus Christ, you will reach 
that point against and through opposition. 
You will have to fight something on the 
inside of you. Perhaps your greatest 
discouragements will come from within. 
A feeling of insufficiency will pull you 
back and keep you from making the ven- 
ture. But you don’t have to be sufficient. 
Your very weakness is an asset if it 
throws you back upon Christ. His 
strength is made perfect in your weakness 
when that weakness is brought to him. 
So, if you are tackling a hard task for 

—one that seems too great for you 
to accomplish — just remember that it is 
to give you a real experience by which 
you will know that the power of Christ 
is equal to anything. Paul said a thing 
that has nerved many a faint heart to 
renewed effort. It is found in the ninth 
and tenth verses of the twelfth chap- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





JESUS MISUNDERSTOOD 
AnD OPPOSED 
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ter of his second letter to the Corinth- 
ians: “And he said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my in- 
firmities, that the pewer of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessi- 
ties, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then 
am I strong.” 

If every fellow, when he is discour- 
aged by some weakness or some mean op- 
position, would just accept the fact as 
a signal to look at Jesus Christ and call 
for his power, there would be victories 
—glorious victories, instead of failures. 
There would be joy instead of sad re- 
grets. Try it, fellows! 


GREENSBORO, N, C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of January 29) 

1. They had heard of Jesus’ mighty works 

and were eager to see him. 

2. His healing and his unique teaching. 


3. He never sought men’s praise or strove 
for a reputation as a healer or preacher. 


4. At times he forbade those who were 
healed to publish the news; he restrained 
the demons from telling who he was; he 
never encouraged the crowds to follow him 
from place to place, but sought ever a new 
audience for his message. 


5. Perhaps Luke 12:1 is the most vivid 
statement of these thronging masses. 


6. Mark speaks of these great crowds no 
less than twenty-one times in his first ten 
chapters, before Jesus’ entry into Jeru- 
salem for that last week. 


7. We read only once that he “sent them 
away” (Mark 6:15) and that after feeding 
both their souls and bodies, though he sought 
to withdraw for sorely needed rest more 
than once. He tried to arrange for them to 
hear him by speaking to them from the lit- 
tle boats on the lake, or on some high moun- 
tainside. Over and over we read that he 
taught them, healed them, “had compassion 
on them,” and twice miraculously fed them. 


8. Every phase of curiosity was repre- 
sented in them, some earnest seeking after 
truth, much desire for physical healing, some 
sincere devotion to Jesus personally, some 
conviction that he was the Messiah, and 
much sharp criticism, linked with paid spy- 
ing to trap him. Once the crowd sent him 
away (Mark 5:17, 18). 

9. The pefiod of his nation-wide popu- 
larity lasted well over a year —the second 
and part of the third of his ministry of about 
three years. After this the hidden hostility 
began openly to show itself until the crowd 
at last cried, “Crucify him!” 

10. They were unable to bring forth the 
slightest proof of their charges,“and when 
he chose to do so, he absolutely stopped 
their mouths with his rebuttals. 

11. “He hath done all things well’? (Mark 
7:37); “For with authority commandeth he 
even the unclean spirits, and they do obey 
him” (Mark 1: 27); “The officers answered, 
Never man spake like this man” (John 7: 
46); “What manner of man is this, that 
the wind and the sea obey him?” (Matt. 
8:27); “The centurion, . . . Truly this 
man was the Son of God” (Mark 15: 39). 

12. Those possessed of demons would fall 
down before him, while the demons them- 
selves cried out in awful acknowledgment of 

im. 

13. He did not need the testimony of the 
minions of the father of lies. He had the 
witness of John the Baptist, his Father had 
borne public witness at his baptism, he had 
the witness of his mighty works, and he 
also had the witness of his friends. He 
had come to destroy the works of the Devil, 
_ so he would have nothing to do with 
them. 


14. Personal. 





Letters from Readers 








To the Editor: Until recently I have 
been a subscriber to your worthy paper, and 
intend renewing my subscription at the be- 
ginning of the year when I hope to benefit 
by the club rate. 

There are so many interesting articles 
that it is difficult to decide which is most 
enjoyable, but from start to finish I cer- 
tainly consider your publication helpful and 
worth while. As I have a large class of 
‘teen age girls, the Lesson Comments are 
most instructive, and especially the column 
given to “Girls’ Problems.” 

There are so few magazines to be found 
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and Do Not! 





an accounting of your stewardship. 


is sent to all contnbutors. 
May we hear from you 


Frankly, what's the use of saying, “‘ Every time | see a Jew | want to take off my hat 
to him,” when you are not willing to take out your dollar to help him know of that Name 
through which alone he can be saved? What's the use of the premillennial doctrine if 
it teaches by innuendo that “ we must leave the Jews alone in this age” ? 

Are you obeying God in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf a 
a layman? Just how much did you give for Jewish Missions last year, and how much 
to all other missions? Are you a pastor? How much did your church give for Jewish 
Missions last year? Think over these things. Some day you will be required to give 


Our mission merits your every confidence and ~ 5 ust now your gift would be 
especially appreciated. Our paper, THE CHOSEN 

Bible students the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the Jews published in America,— 
i price, 50 cents a year, or 10 


of the Jew? Are you 


OPLE—considered by many 
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American Board of Missions to the Jews fccctine’Nov Yok 

















and for that reason the Times is an asset 
to every Christian home.—An_ interested 
reader. 





To the Editor: My sister and I are 
sending you herewith a check for $90 as a 
Christmas and thank offering for The Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission. 

It might be a pleasure to know that we 
determined to send it after reading Mrs. 
Norton’s article in the last number we re- 
ceived of The Sunday School Times, the 
issue of December 3, 1927. On the reverse 
side was the “Petra” article of Professor 
A. H. Sayce, D.D., Litt.D., and we feel 
that this one number was worth more than a 
year’s subscription. We cannot tell you 
what our subscription, beginning last July, 
has meant to us spiritually. May its high 
standard long continue! Our check is ac- 
companied by our earnest prayers.—A Cali- 
fornia -reader. 


To the Editor: Allow me to thank you 
for your editorial, “Isaiah and the Critics,” 
in the Times of December 3. I was con- 
vinced before, but by that article I am con- 
firmed in the belief that there is no real 
reason for belief in more than one Isaiah, 
except the desire to get rid of predictive 
prophecy and the supernatural generally.— 
A Vermont pastor. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 12. Ideals for Choosihg a Life- 
Partner. Prov. 31 : 10-31. 

February 19. Are the Teachings of Jesus 
Up to Date? Matt. 7 : 24-29. 

February 26. How Much Does the World 
Want Christ? Acts 16:8-15; 17 : 32-34. 
(Missionary meeting.) 

March 4. What Is It in Jesus That Attracts 
Young People? John 12 : 20-32. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 


Sunday, February 5 
What Are the Values of Christian En- 
deavor? (Rom. 12:3-11.) (Chris- 
tian Endeavor Day. Consecration 
meeting.) 





AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
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A Whole Year for 1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well." Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
Better Ministerial Preparation |<o.cticn. 
Study at home. Best Books. Course leads to grad- 


uation. Announcements. Write ‘the Chancellor. 
Pike’s Peak Bible Seminary, Manitou, Colorado. 


Ghe Sanday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Pui.ie E. Howarp 
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Mon.—Confession of Christ (Rom. 10: 
8-13). 

Tues.—Study of Christ (Eph. 4 : 20-24). 

Wed.—Service for Christ (John 12 : 23-26), 

Thurs.—Fellowship with Christ (John 15: 


1-10). 

Fri—Fellowship with Christ’s people (1 
John 1:5-7). 

Sat.—Training by experience (Acts 16: 
1-5). 











What are the basic principles of Christian 
Endeavor? 


How does Christian Endeavor train Chris- 
tian workers? 


|7. IS said that one of Wellirigton’s of- 
ficers, when commanded to go on a par- 
ticularly perilous duty, lingered as if 
afraid, and then said to the general, “Let 
me have one clasp of your all-conquering 
hand before I go, and I can do it.” 

In commenting upon this incident, D. 
Hooey says, “Our Commander, Jesus 
Christ, does better for us than this. He 
not only is willing to give us the clasp 
of his. all-conquering hand, but lovingly 
assures that he will go with us all the 
way, protecting us from all dangers, and 





today that publish real sound reading matter, 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is. allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


a FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 


any of the countries embraced in the Uni- ° 


versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
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strengthening ‘ us for every encounter. 
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Unusual Book 
Opportunities 


é he: Sunday School Times Company hereby makes avail- 
able to Christian workers a valuable selection of books 
which may be had for a short time at very greatly reduced 
prices. This is a splendid opportunity to purchase books for 
gifts or for personal use at only a fraction of their usual cost. 


The stock in many cases is small and orders will 
be filled only as long as the present supply lasts. 
Books will be sent postpaid. 


REDUCTIONS RANGE FROM 40% to 80% 


In Perfect Condition 


Mounting Up with Wings _ Northcote Deck 
Short studies setting forth the unrealized possibilities of the life of simple faith. 
148 pages. Regular price, $1.25; special price, 75c each, or 60c in lots of 5. 


A Man’s Foes J. Russell Howden 
The world, the flesh, and the Devil,— and the way of victory. 128 pages. Regular 
price, 85c; special price, 45c each, or 35c in lots of 5. 


St. Jude’s Ian Maclaren 
Twelve stories by the author of “Beside the Bonnie Briar Bush.” 320 pages. 
Regular price, $1.25 ; special price, 50c each, or 35c in lots of 5. . 


Answered or Unanswered Louisa Vaughan 


Miracles of faith and answered prayer in China. 94 pages. Regular price, $1; 
special price, 60c each, or 50c in lots of 5. 


The Well by the Way Alexander Smellie 


“A book of counsel and company for the devotional hour. 263 pages. Regular 
price, $1.50; special price, 75c each, or 60c in lots of 5. 


The Victorious Christ Various Authors 


More than thirty addresses from Victorious Life Conferences. 272 pages. 
Regular price, $1.25; special price, 60c each, or 50c in lots of 5. 


Seven Questions in Dispute 
Mr. Bryan’s famous articles on the fundamentals of the faith. 
Regular price, $1.25; special price, 60c each, or 50c in lots of 5. 
Four Princes of the Church ; J. A. B. Scherer 


Lives of St. Paul, Constantine, Luther, and Bernard of Clairvaux. 276 pages. 
Regular price, $1.50; special price, 50c each, or 35c in lots of 5. 


In good condition; some soiled copies 
Yale Lectures on the Sunday School Henry Clay Trumbull 


The standard work on the history of the Sunday-school movement to 1888. 416 
pages. Regular price, $2.50; special price, 60c each, or 35c in lots of 5. 


A Model Superintendent Henry Clay Trumbull 


A stimulating account of the work of Henry P. Haven of the Internatiotial 
Lesson Committee. Tells how this active superintendent accomplished unusual 
results. 188 pages. Regular price, $1; special price, 35c each, or 25¢ in lots of 5. 


Shoes and Rations for a Long March Henry Clay Trumbull 
Sermon growths from an army chaplain’s talks during the Civil War. 353 
pages. Regular price, $1.50; special price, 50c each, or 35c in lots of 5. 

Anthony Comstock: Fighter Charles G. Trumbull 


The thrilling life of a champion for Purity. 246 pages. Regular price, $1.25; 
special price, 50c each, or 35c in lots of 5. 


The Knightly Soldier Henry Clay Trumbull 


Biography of Major Henry Ward Camp (Civil War). 329 pages. Regular 
price, $1.50; special price, 40c each, or 25c in lots of five. 


Recent Research in Bible Lands H. V. Hilprecht 


Progress and results of archeology to 1896. 269 pages. Regular price, $1.50; 
special price, 75c each, or 50c in lots of 5. : 


Aspirations and Influences Henry Clay Trumbull 


‘Seeing and Being Henry Clay Trumbull 


Inspirational talks to young men. Each about 188 pages. Regular price, 50c; 
special price, 15c each, or 10c in lots of 10. 


Booklets for Distribution 


Undenominational Missionary Studies G. H. Trull 


Includes lives of Carey, Scudder, Judson, Duff, missionaries to India. 88 pages. 
Regular price, 25c; special price, 5c in lots of 25. 


Young People and the Church 





W. J. Bryan 
158 pages. 








Woodrow Wilson 


Tells what elements make the church worth while for 
; ; : youn, ople. 21 pages. 
Regular price, 10c; special price, 2c in lots. of 50. ste oem 
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How our hearts should rejoice to know 
that he will be with us; we could covet 
no greater blessing, for it is the greatest 
gift that we can ever obtain. 

“‘God with us’ means success every 
time. This has been proved scores of 
times by the people of olden days, as we 
will find if we study our Bible. Over and 
over again we find that as long as God 
was with them they prospered, and just 
as soon as they attempted to turn aside 
from God they met with disaster. 

“It is just the same today. The man 
who attempts anything without God will 
surely meet with failure.” 

8 

Perhaps it may help us to see some of 
the values and basic principles of Chris- 
tian Endeavor if we link up with our 
Scripture lesson the name of the organ- 
ization, Christian Endeavor Society, as- 
signing to the first word the portion 
Romans 12:3-5; to the second, verses 
6-9; and to the third, verses 10, II. 

Paul warns the Roman Christians 
against the overvaluation of self, pointing 
them to their true Head, the Lord Jesus, 
of whose spiritual body they were but 
members. 

This is the underlying thought in the 
word “Christian” in the name of the 
Christian Endeavor Society. First and 
foremost it is a Christian organization. 
There may be other elements included, 
such as social life, literary development, 
or even athletic interest, but these, in the 
true Christian Endeavor Society, will be 
but the means to the one end of develop- 
ing the Christian life. The true Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society puts Christ first 
and therefore is governed by his motives, 
prompted by his will, and concerned about 
his great concern that all men might come 
to know him and to have life through his 
substitutionary death and atonement, and 
power through his resurrection life in- 
dwelling the believer. 

He 

Continuing with the next portion of 
our Scripture lesson, Paul reminds the 
Romans that their equipment for service 
is the gift of God, that they are not all 
blessed with the same gifts, but that, 
such as these gifts are, they are to be 
used faithfully and diligently. 

It is this thought that we have in the 
word “Endeavor,” in the name of the 
society. It reminds us of the desire and 
purpose that all true Christian Endeavor 
Societies will have, —that of seeking to 
do the Lord’s will, and whole-heartedly 
putting to use those gifts that may be ours 
through his grace. It points away from 
idleness and slothfulness to Spirit-filled 
zeal. It is Christian endeavor, not mere 
enthusiasm, or striving in one’s own 
strength. It promises not the accomplish- 
ment of mature wisdom, but the effort 
of teachable, earnest young people who 
are willing to go forward, realizing their 
lack of wisdom and strength, but daring 
to say, “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 


4 

In the final portion of our lesson Paul 
speaks of the believer’s position in the 
Body of Christ with relation to the other 
members of the body, pointing out the 
affectionate love and preference we are 
to show toward other members. 

We have this same thought in the word 
“Society,” in the name Christian En- 
deavor Society. The word comes from 
a Latin root meaning “a companion,” and 
it points to fellowship and union in a 
common interest and for mutual useful- 
ness. Some of the characteristics of the 
Christian Endeavor movement are the 
equality of its members, its freedom 
from individualistic control, and its di- 
rect responsibility to the Lord Jesus, its 
Head. In such equality lies its great 
efficacy in training Christian leaders and 
workers, for all have a like opportunity 
to develop, and to demonstrate, in the 
many committees and offices in the work, 
those peculiar qualifications that make 
for efficient leadership and consecrated 
workmanship. 

ye 

Let us add to our Scripture lesson Ro- 
mans 12:12-16. These, with verse II, 
sum up the ideal Christian Endeavor 
Society. “Not slothful in business,” 





should guard us against slipshod, half- 


JANUARY 21, 1928,, 


“fervent in spirit,” reminds us of the God- 
given enthusiasm needed for the work;, 
and “serving the Lord” should. keep be- 
fore us the true and only motive of the 
work. The added verses tell us of the 


“rejoicing,” “patient,” “continuing” (per- 
severing, and with constant prayer for 
guidance and strength (v. 12),. mindful 
ef the poor and needy (v. 13}, forgiving 


(v. 16). 
ve 


How nearly does our Christian Endeavor 
Society approach the ideal ? 


attain to the ideal? 


How much of its pecans me | is due to 
my personal carelessness or indi erence? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been a reader 
of The Sunday School Times for a little 


greatly interested in your help to others. 
Now I desire your help. A little over a 
year ago, at a revival meeting, I went for- 


accepted the Lord as my Saviour, he would 
help me to overcome an evil habit to which 
I have been a slave since childhood. Now 
what troubles me is, though I have gone 
forward and as I believe have accepted the 
Lord Jesus as my Saviour, and as the only 
one who can cleanse and forgive sin,-I find 
that I still fall and commit this sin. This 
grieves me sorely, and when-I ask forgive- 
ness, it is as though a voice whispers ‘to 
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spirit in which the work is to be done,— , 


(v. 14), sympathetic (v. 15), not show- 
ing preferences (v. 16), with humility: ; 


What is my responsibility in helping it 


Girls’ Problems of Today }. 


more than four years, and have always been © 


ward with the desire and hope that, if I. 


me, “It’s of no use, you might as well give: 
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Lesson for February 5 


F 
Mark 3 : 19b-35; 6: 1-6 





A Hymnal for Joyous Youth 
"is area A new All-purpose 
Hymnal for Young 
People. Suitable 
ASignnal for every kind of 
Souous Toul; religious servi ces. 
The subjects in the 
book that appeal to 
aspiring youth are 
abundant. To those 
who are interested 
in good, new music 
| on the vital subjects 
of religion—subjects 
that voice the call of Christ to loyalty 
and heroism — songs that stir the heart 
and soul to action, should possess the 
Hymnal for Joyous Youth, Prices: 
Cloth, $40 per 100; $4.80 per dozen, not 
prepaid; single copies, 50 cents, post- 
aid ; high-grade manila, $25 per 100; 
aged per dozen, not prepaid; single 
copies, 30 cents, postpaid. Returnable 
sample copies sent for examination. 
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528 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 
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AMERICAN VERSE 
By A. MORE Ves, 22 
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Scotch Thistles Irish Shamrock 
For Sale at All Bookstores 


YOUNG MAN in his early thirties, a 

university graduate, with an all-round 
experience in a publishing house,— in 
advertising, book manufacturing, book- 
selling, editorial work, general account- 
ing and management,—and with a wide 
acquaintance among Christian leaders and 
enterprises, desires a place of challeng- 
ing service, preferably in a Christian in- 
stitution, where energy and experience 
will have full opportunity. Please address 
J. H. F., care of The Sunday School Times, 
323 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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up. He won't help you. If you believe you 
are saved, you are only deceiving yourself. 
You are too great a sinner to be saved.” 
Now I believe this to be the whisperings of 
the evil one, but then this verse of Scrip- 
ture comes to me, “Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin,’’. and I begin to 
wonder if I am really born again, or if 1 am 
deceiving myself. This worries me very 
much, and the thought comes to me, “What 
if I should never be with the redeemed ones 
to behold Jesus and the dear ones whom I 
have laid away, as I believe, for a_ brief 
time?” Please pray for me, that I may find 
the peace and rest that Christ has promised. 
-—A TROUBLED SEEKER, 


Y DEAR “SEEKER”: As long as 

you live, you must be ready to fight 
Satan. You can always be “more than 
conqueror” through Him that loved us 
(Rom. 8:37). To be willing to give up 
a sin is very essential, and you must be 
willing to put off this sin, and take your 
stand against evil. It is so easy to keep 
in the path of temptation. Often we do 
not separate ourselves from the sin, but 
are willing to toy with it, or keep in the 
path where we know it is, and do not take 
our stand of opposition to the influence 
of the evil one. 

Then again, it may be you should visit 
a physician, and see if you are in health. 
God will do his part, you do not have to 
fear, but you do everything in your 
power, and then take your stand with God, 
and expect him to do what you cannot do. 
But do not look for him to do for you 
what you can do for yourself. We are 
workers and laborers together with him. 
It is so glorious that he is ever present, 
and will not only cleanse us, but will 
purify us so that we shall not even want 
to sin or desire it. And if we do not 
desire it, we certainly will not accept it 
or harbor it in our thoughts. 

The Bible always means what it says. 
When you say it says, “Whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit sin,” you 
are quoting God’s Word, and if you are 
entirely surrendered to him, you will not 
deliberately choose to commit sin. Of 
course, all that arguing is of the Devil. 
All you have to do is to turn your back 
upon him. Do not listen to him or allow 
his thoughts to have any place in your 
mind. Cast it all aside, and let him know 
that you are believing in the blood of 
Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, 
and that cannot be altered, for you have 
been accepted by the Lord. Nothing can 
change that. You are Christ’s. Do not 
let any argument cause you to waver. 


HERE are some who will not soon 

forget the good spirit and the kindly 
feeling that seemed to soften even the most 
unresponsive hearts during the Christmas 
season that has just passed. Some will 
not forget the stir in their hearts that 
came on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day as the church bells pealed out their 
glad invitation to come and worship the 
One who was born on Christmas Day, 
over nineteen hundred years ago. 

And yet how soon many do forget. 
Would it not be a marvelous thing if the 
hearts of men could be kept open and re- 
sponsive to the Saviour’s invitation 
throughout the whole year? Chimes and 
church bells have found a peculiar minis- 
try in reminding men of the faith of their 
childhood and sounding out a beautiful 
“whosoever will may come” to every one 
within hearing in such a way that none 
can take offense. 

But not only to the forgetful is the 
ministry of chimes and church bells. To 
the faithful as well they bring encour- 
agement and joy as favorite hymns ring 
out through the still air, or even above 
the city’s rush and bustle, gently direct- 
ing the thought to. things above. Hun- 
dreds of shut-ins, too, draw new courage 
from the message. of the bells. 

Much has been written about church 
advertising, and while there is much that 
can be said by the printed page that is 
vital and important, it is doubtful if any 





form of church advertising has quite 
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Ring Out the Good News 
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Stand there whether any whisperings 
come to you or not, just claim the prom- 
ises of God, and you will find that yeu 
can and will tire the enemy out, and then 
you will have a flood of joy sweep into 
your life which cannot be taken away. 

You can know for yourself, and the 
Spirit will witness with your spirit that 
you are a child of God. Read Romans 
8: 14-17. Indeed, I wish you would read 
the whole chapter. It is rich in food for 
thought, — do let it become the founda- 
tion of your trust in the Spirit! You are 
a child of God, and that means you have 
the benefit of the powers of Heaven to 
make you over and to “keep you from 
falling” (Jude 24). Do not be satisfied 
with any partial overcoming, but throw 
yourself on the power of God, and: you 
will be victorious. 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Prayer and the Time Element 


R. HOWARD AGNEW JOHN- 

STON says he spends the first half- 
hour before breakfast going over a 
prayer list with numerous prayer re- 
quests. He knows the list well, and 
thought runs quickly, so that as he re- 
alizes the request he closes his eyes and 
says, “Lord, bless and answer.” When 
he knows the answer has come, he marks 
off the request. Dr. Arthur T. Pierson 
said: “Time is not a necessary factor 
in prayer. Yet it is necessary to take 
time to pray. A ruffled lake cannot re- 
flect the starry heavens. And a disturbed 
and restless soul gets little vision of 
God. We need to wait before the Lord, 
get calm and quiet. Then, when we 
realize his presence, praying becomes 
natural, as the child asks of his father, 
who is before him.” 


January 30 to February 5 
Mon.—Mark 3 : 19b-35. 
Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed. 
Opposing enemies make the dreadful 
accusation that God is devilish (v. 22), 
which is the unpardonable sin (vs. 28, 


the personal touch and appeal that is 
found in a set of beautiful chimes. Most 
churches are so constructed as to make 
easy the instalation of a bell or a set 
of chimes, and the possession of a bell 
by no means restricts the ministry of the 
chimes, for these are usually played from 
the organ on the inside and the bell is 
rung immediately afterward. 

Doubtless many who would like to see 
their church equipped with these faithful 
messengers have felt that the expense is 
prohibitive. There are, however, ways of 
financing such church equipment that make 
the purchase quite easy. What more fit- 
ting memorial could you raise to some 
loved one who has gone to be with the 
Lord than a sweet toned bell or a set 
of tower chimes?. In what more ef- 
fective way can you regularly remind 
every One in your community that the 
house of God stands open to proclaim a 
Saviour who is not willing that any 
should perish but, that all might come 
to repentance? 

Church Equipment Service appears in 
The Sunday School Times each month. 
If you have questions as to church equip- 
ment or you desire information as to 
where to purchase any equipment or ac- 
cessory not found in the columns adja- 
cent to this article, full information will 
be promptly furnished if you will write 
to Church Equipment Service, The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 323-327 








North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Sectionfold Partitions * 















Large or Small Rooms 
As Occasion Demands 


Wileon Sectionfold Partitions a large room 
can be easily and quickly subdivided into several 
ones, suitable for meetings and classes of various 
sizes. Adaptable to old buildings as well as new. 
Send for 40 page Catalog No, 24 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 








ESTABLISHED 1876 
11 East 36th Street New York City 


Offices in all principal cities 








Eloquent Enduring Inexpensive 


Tease Church attendance by in- 
noe syn BLYMYER 





THE JOHN B. MORRIS FOUNDRY CO. ~ 
Proprietors Cincinnati Bell Foundry P 
DEPT. S—z00. % CINCINNATI, OHIO Established 1032 










Tower Chimes 
The one most beautiful form of memorial 


wee: Sets, $6000 up 
C. DEAGAN, inc. 
Building, 








A four octave reed organ for 
theprimary department costs 
only $55,—larger models up 
to a two manual and pedal 
instrument for the chapel or 
small church, $945,— pipe 
organs from the smallest size 
to Cathedralinstruments are 
built by New England crafts- 
men in the Estey factory. 


If the music of your Church 
or Sunday School needs re- 


juvenation, write us for a 
reed organ catalog or infor- 
mation on a pipe organ to 
meet your requirements. 


Thousands have been pur- 
chased since 1846. 


Y Estey Organ Company 
Offices in 14 Principal Cities 
Brattleboro, 


Remarks: 


Name 
Address 
Church 


Position in church 


A. E. 
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rotect Yourself 
Against Loss 
Let Your Gift to Foreign Missions 


Pay You a Life Income 





The Annuity Gift Plan guarantees 
the absolute safety of your principal. 
It relieves you of uncertainty and 
changing values of invested funds, 
and pays you a definite income of from 


4'4% to 9% per year 
for the rest of your life 


Gifts amounting to over one million 
two hundred and fifty thousands of 
dollars are now held by the Board as 
a reserve fund guaranteeing annuity 
payments.*During the forty years in 
which the Annuity Gift Plan has been 
in operation annuity payments have 
always been made promptly. 

Protect yourself against loss from 
unwise investments and at the 


same time do re part in spread- 
ing the gospel in foreign lands. 


For further information, write 


Ernest F. Hall, Secretary, Dept. of Annuities 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 











of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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SS A LT TTS RE ES 
SELL’S LATEST—STUDIES OF 


Great Bible Cities 


By HENRY T. SELL 
SELL’S BIBLE STUDY BOOKS—350,000 Sold 


1. Supplementary Bible Stadies 7. B. S. in the Xtian Life 
2. Bible Studies by Books 8. B.S.in the Early Church 
3. Bible Studies by Periods 9. B.S. in Vital Questions 
4. Bible Studies by Doctrines 10. B.S. in the Four Gospels 
5. B. S. in the Life of Christ 11. Great Bible Characters 
6. B. S. in the Life of St. Paul 12. Famous Bible Women 
Send for circular. Each, cloth, 75¢.; paper, $0¢: 


FLEMING H. REVELL-CO., 158 Sth Ave., N.Y. ; 851 Cass St., Chicage 


HIGH AS 9% 


| SAFELY 


BIBLE Annuity Bonds are absol safe 
No fluctuations. Also provide Bible for 
immigrants, sailors, the ean the blind. 
Send for particulars. 

NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


Dept. 82, 5 East 48th Street, N. Y. C. 
SPARE TIME, 


FEARN $25 WEEKLY writing for News- 

papers and Magazines. Experience unnecessary. 
Copyright book, ‘‘ How to Write for Pay,”’ Free, 
Press Reporting Institute, 1287, St. Louis, Mo. 



































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


29). Our Lord in reply teaches the ex- 
istence of an invisible kingdom of evil, 
with a definite purpose, organized with 
Jaws such as govern earthly realms. The 
weapons with which this kingdom and its 
king may be overcome are given in Ephe- 
sians 6. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that homes 
may not be divided, but that mothers and 
brothers and sisters who are opposing 
the Christian member or members of the 
family may themselves be saved, as were 
James and Jude, at least, of the Lord’s 
own brothers; pray that all Christians 
may increasingly appropriate the victory 
of Calvary and realize that Satan is a 
defeated foe. 


Tues.—Mark 6 : 1-6, 
Jesus Despised by His Countrymen. 


Our Lord “marvelled” at real faith 
(Luke 7:9) and he “marvelled” at the 
lack of it, as here. Is he marveling now 
at the barrenness in our lives, and at the 
twentieth century Church for its inability 
to do the mighty works that he said it 
would do? (John “14: 12.) 


Prayer SuccestTions: Pray that God’s 
children may get out of their Nazareth 
atmosphere of unbelief, and yet attain 
unto that height of faith where they may 
pray down revival in the Body of Christ 
that will save many brands from the 
burning in spite of the wild rallying of 
the hosts of the kingdom of evil. 


Wed.—Luke 4 : 24-30. 
Jesus Driven from Nazareth. 


It was unusual for our Lord or his 
disciples to revisit a place where his 
claims had been scorned (Matt. 10:14), 
but it is beautiful to know that he made 
two visits to his old home town in a 
doubled effort to get kith and kin to ac- 
knowledge him. We should ask for his 
own patience and pity in showing “the 
kindness of God” to others (2 Sam. 9: 3). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
inmates of all hospitals, asylums, county 
komes, orphanages, old people’s homes, 
and the like, that needy souls into whose 
lives tragedy has come may be blessed 
according to their needs; pray for those 
in charge of such institutions, that they 
may know and exercise toward their 
charges the real love of Christ; pray for 
the spread of the Gospel to heathen lands 
that such institutions may be installed 
and enlarged there. 


Thurs.—Matthew 22 : 15-22. 
Jesus Opposed by the Herodians. 
The image and superscription of God 
himself was imprinted upon man at cre- 
ation (Gen. 1:26, 27), and, though sin 
has blurred it on this incarnate coin, it 
has been restored through the work of 
the last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45). Man 
should therefore render unto God that 
which belongs to him (Rom. 12: 1). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray fer a great 


forward march on the part of self-ful | 


Christians, that they may present their 
ears to be bored in signification of their 
absolute surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his bond slaves; pray for more 
ministers to preach surrender, and for a 
wider reading in the Spirit of such liter- 
ature as Mr. McConkey’s “Surrendered 
Life” and Mr. Trumbull’s “The Life 
That Wins.” 


Fri—Matthew 22 : 23-33. 
Jesus Opposed by the Sadducees. 

In a margin note on verse 29 in the 
Scofield Reference Bible, “Ye do err” is 
rendered as “Ye deceive yourselves,” and 
this comment is added: “Jesus’ answer 
gives the three incapacities of the ra- 
tionalist [the Modernist included]: self- 
deception (Rom. 1: 21, 22); ignorance of 
the spiritual content of Scripture (Acts 
13:27); disbelief in the: intervention of 
divine power (2 Pet. 3: 5-9).” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Bible conception of the sacredness of 
marriage may be brought back in this day 
of light and easy divorce, and of “com- 
panionate marriage”; pray that Christian 
young people may not wreck their lives 
by making marriage ties with the un- 
saved and thus being “unequally yoked.” 
Sat.—Matthew 22 : 34-46. 

Jesus Opposed by the Pharisees. 

Our Lord’s answer (v. 37) came from 
the same chapter (Deut. 6) which fur- 





nished him with two of his three an- 
swers to the Tempter in the wilderness. 
The Pharisees were divided as to whether 
circumcision, the Sabbath, tithes, or sac- 
rifices was the pre-eminent commandment. 
aT was not uncertain—“This” (v. 
38). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Chris- 
tians who are overemphasizing the let- 
ter, and losing sight of the spirit of the 
law; for those who are blinded with 
sealous devotion to formalism and cere- 
mony, for those who are the devotees of 
intellectual orthodoxy but who are not 
out winning souls in the power of the 
Spirit; pray that Christians may be per- 
fect in their love for God and for thetr 
neighbor. 


Sun.—Isaiah 5@:1-9. Vindicated by Jehovah. 


“Consider him that endured such con- 
tradiction of sinners against himself” 
(Heb. 12: 3);—relatives, friends, Hero- 
dians, Sadducees, Pharisees, Sanhedrin, 
Caesar. Remember that the servant is 
not better than his Lord, and that “all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). But 
it is worth while because of the vindi- 
cation ‘eventually of both Lord and serv- 
ant (Phil. 2: 9-11; Rev. 3:21). 


Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for men 
and women to pray during this New 
Year; that the Holy Spirit may teach 
God’s p.-ble to pray even as God the 
Son -taugh: his followers to pray during 
his earthly lifetime; for the spirit of in- 
tercession to fall upon the Church, and the 
increasing realization that prayer is the 
mightiest work the Christian can do. 


(Lesson for Feb. 5) JANUARY 21,1928 





Our Teachers Believe’ 


The Bible te be the Word of God-- 

In the miracle of redeeming grace— : 

In the emphasis of Protestant, Evangelical Christe 
ianity— 

In the ortance of a Spirit-Called Ministry— 

In a scholastic training with the Bible at the center 

OUR STUDENTS ARE: 

Consecrated young com who are working hard to 
answer the Call into the ministry— 

They are pious, intelligent, sensible, ambitious, and 
full of promise— 

‘Their sincerity commands your confidence,— 

Their vision challenges your co-operation— 


OUR SCHOOL HAS A SOUL 


The social, religious and moral standards of any im 
stitution reflect the dominant motives of that im 
stitution— 

Our school is radiant with an all-compelling evan 
—_ concern for the Salvation of the lost— 

The atmosphere is full of inspiration that challenges 
one to his best— 


OUR SCHOOL IS EVANGELISTIC 
Young people are os actual work under the su- 
rvision of our teachers and conversions are tak- 

ing place regularly— 

OUR SCHOOL HAS NO ENDOWMENT 
Our endowment is the sympathies of God’s 
Investments bring big dividends in eternal Verities. 
We make no charge for tuition. 
Board and dormitory expense reduced to a mini- 

mum. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED ? 
Send us a word of encouragement, The Bible Insti- 

tute of Washington, D.C., 1316 Vermont Avenue, 
N. W. ev. taton, President. 


Second Semester opens January 30th, 1928. Room 
for a few more students. 


Cuticura Talc 
Is Soothing 
Fe or Baby’s Ski 


Ointment, Talcum sold everywhere. 

















Let Your RADIO Bring You 


Bible Knowledge 


SEND NOW—for Prospectus 
of Radio Bible Lessons 


s Fall credit for courses completion of all 
NOW, sf sete Certificates issued P 


Classes forming 
SEND NOW 


own home 
you can increase 
your Bible knowl- 


—= 


radio courses. 
Certificates is- 
sued when you 





edge—learn more 
about the ‘‘Book 
of Books” in an 
easy, interesting 
way. Let yourra- | 
dio bring you Bi- 
ble knowledge. 
Enroll now for 
these easy graphic 
courses. With your 
outline of lessons 
before you, in the 
warmth and cheer 
of your own home 
you can get the 
glorious knowl- 
edge and under- 
standing that has 


Apr. 


Ww 
Feb. 1 





The Reverend 
James M. Gray, D. D. 
Studies in Colossians— 
Tues. eve., March6 to 
24inc. 

The Reverend 
John C. Page 
Bible Doctrine— Every 
Wed.& Thu. eve., from 

Feb. 15 to Mar. 15. 

The Reverend 

H. aes Smith, 


The Church in Scrip- 
ture—Fridays, Jan.6 to 
Apr. 25. 


The Reverend 
R. A. Torrey, D. D. 
Nine special lectures, 
-eve., Jan.i1 thru 
- Tuesday eve., 
May 1 thru May 29. 
The Reverend 
James Oliver 
Buzwell, Jr., D. D. 


Special Lectures — 
Tues.,Feb.14,21and28 


complete your 
studies. Your re- 
ception Over our 
new 5,000-watt 
station should be 
perfect anywhere 
within 500 miles 
of Chicago. Read 
-| thelist of instruc- 
torsand subjects, 
then send for out- 
lines. Act now. 
If you have no 
radio, ask for de- 
tails of our cor- 


- 


Mes. Iris Ikeler 
McCord 


: 





respondence 
courses, or send 
for both; but 








made thousands 
happier, more contented 
and successful in Christian 
service. 

Wegive fullcredit for the 


. make up your 
mind now that you will 
not let this winter pass 
without getting athorough 


knowledge of the Bible. - 


WME B- 


263.3 meters—1140 kilocycles 
The Radio School of the Bible—Owned and operated by 


The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Ill. 
Tane in on W. M. B. I. New 5,000- Watt Station 


The Moody Bible Institute, Radio Division, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


Please send me now prospectus of radio courses and full information. 


Name 





Town 


Street No. or R. F. D. 
State 
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